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Then later, we are to say that it shall all
be graded. There is no consisteney about it.

Hon. A, BURVILL: I will withdraw the
amendment and see about resubmitting it
when the Bill is reecommitted.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Clanse put and passed,

Clauses 98 to 177—azreed to.
Schednle, Title—agreed to.

3ill reported with amendments,

BILL—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES ACT AMENDMENT.

Received from the Assembly and read a
first time,

House ud journed at 9.58 pom.

Aegislative Hsscmbly,
Thursday, 3rd December, 1925,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
pan., and read prayers.

ADDRESS—DEATH OF QUEEN
ALEXANDRA.

Telegram in Reply.

Mr. SPEAKER : T have received tha
following commuaication from His Ex-
cellency the Governor:—

The Bon. the Speaker of the Legislative
Assembly. The Governor has the honour fo
inform the Legislative Assembly of Western
Australin that he has this day recceived the
following telegram from the Secretary of State
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for Dominion Affairs:—‘“Your telegram dated
27th November, containing the terms of the
address from both Houses of Legislature, has
been laid before His Majesty, who commands
me to convey hig meost graterul thanks for the
expression or sympathy and assurances oi de-
voted loyalty,”” W. R. Qampion, Governor,
Government House, Perth, 3rd Uecember, 1923,

QUESTION—WOOROLOO
SANATORIULM.

Transfer of Patlients.

Mr. MARSHALL asked the Hon. 8. W.
Munsie (Honorary Minister): 1, ls it cor-
rect that certain inmates of the Wooroloo
Sanatorium are to be removed to the Infec-
tious Diseases Hospital site at Subiaco?
2, 1f so, which class of patient is to be re-
moved—those in an advanced stage, or those
slightly affeeted? 3, On whose recommenda-
tion is fhe ehange, if any, to be made? 4,
On whose recommendation, if it be a faet,
was Subigco chosen as a suitable spot? 8§,
it a change is to be made, will it apply to
ex-miners?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE replied: 1, Yes,
when necessary renovations, ete, have been
carried out at West Subiaco. 2, Advanced
eases of fuberculosis. 3, Thut of a depart-
mental committee, consisting of Drs. Everitt
Atkinson, R. M. Mitcheli, and John Dale,
apd Messrs. H. C. Trethowan and F. J.
Huelin. 4, Of the olficers previously named.
5, Any change made will be directed by the
type of case (see answer to No. 2) rather
than by the gquestion of previous oceupa-
tion.

QUESTION—LIQUORS, CHIEF
INSPECTORSHIP.

Mr. J. II. SMITH asked the Premier: 1,
Is the Chief Inspector of Liguors leaving
the Government service at the end of this
month to take a position as Chief Inspeetor
of Liquors in New South Wales? 2, Do the
Government propose fo ecall applieations
to fill the vacant position? 3, If so, will
they avail themselves of the services of
Inspeetor MeHenry to examine applicanis
as to their qualifications, knowledge of
liquors, ete.?

The PREMIER replied: 1, He is resign-
ing as from 31st December, but it is not
known to what position he is going. 2 and
3, The question of filling the vacancy will
be considered at a later date.
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BILLS (2)—FIRST READING.
1, Loan, £4,000,000.
Introduced by the lremier.

2, Miner's Phthisis Act .\iaendment,
Introduced by the Mlinister for Alines.

BILL—BRITISH IMPERIAL OIL CO.,
LTD. (PRIVATE).

Report of Select Commiltee.

The Minister for Works brought up the
report of the seleet committee appointed to
inquire into the Bili.

Report received, and ordered to be
printed, and to be considered at the next
sitting of the House.

BILL—PARLIAMENTARY ALLOW-
ANCES ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time, and transmitted to the
Couneil.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1925-26.
I'n Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 1st December; Mr.

Lutey in the Chair.
Vote—Depurtmental, £117 937 :

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (¥or-
tham) [4.42]: Year after vear we deal with
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure, and
just as surely with Loan Estimates. For
the most part the monev borrowed by this
Siate has been invested very wisely indeed.
I doubt whether any State of Australia has
done better in the way of investing borrowed
money than Wesfern Australia has dons:
Most of the money has been spent on rail-
ways, harbonrs and other facilities; but a
large proportion of our total indebiedness
is due to our having lent a great deal of
money to individuals for the development of
the country. To-day we are dealing with that
aspect of our loan operations. However,
this year the amount is much larger than
has ever hefore heen considered necessary.
The Premier is asking the Commitiee for
no less a sum than £4,748,000. Four years
ago the total expenditure on loan acconnt was
£2,454,000; for 1922-23 it was £3,389,000;
for 1923.24, £3.936,000; for last year, £4,
099,000. I suppose that when the enrrent

[ASSEMBLY.]

financial year has ended, out of the £4,748,-
comprised in these Estimates, about
£4,000,000 will have been speni. The
Premier has told us that this great ex-
penditure is due largely to increased
aclivities in settling the South-West and
in further developing the wheat belt. In
1911 our bhorrowed money paid its way;
that is to say, the earnings of the money
paid the whole of the inierest. In 1916,
when the war had been in progress for two
vears, the position rhanged greatly; and
the taxpaver was then ealled uvpon to make
up a shortage of abont £700,000 in the ve-
sult of the epevations for the year. Be-
iween 1911 and 19106 we invested 2 good
deal too much money in public works, and
not cnough in agricultural development.
Now we arc baek to the position of 1911,
Mewmbers of this House know what the
position is, hut the people outside shouid
realise that they get all the advaniages of
this vast expenditure of loan money with-
aut having to pay for it, except in so far
as they use the convenieneces which the
State has established. The advantages to
all sections of the people are very greaf,
and lthey get them without providing by
way of taxation one penny to meet interest
on the money bhorrowed. Surely that
justifies us in going on with the work of
development represented by items on these
Loan Estimates. The public should realise
that the State horrows wmoney in order teo
increase its population and to increase the
production of wealth—two urgent and
important necessities. It is not so much
for the IMouse to consider small items on
these Fsiimales ag it is for it to consider
the cffect of the policy as a whole on the
Ntate. The Premier has told us that never
before have we faced the expenditure of
money quite a5 we do now. Really to-day
we are getting from the Tmperial and Com-
monwealth Governments very considerable
help in the work of developing the eoun-
try. The Premier has indicated that he
desires to reduce railway and other charges
made in relation ta facilities we have set
up.  With that I entirely agree. But it
can only come about by very much in-
creased revenue, and increased revenue
carned hy these public utilities ean only
enme  wilh the inereased produetion of
wealth. 1t is with the object of increasing
wealth production that we are considering
these Estimates. We ecan borrow so long
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as we spend wisely, and it ousht not v In
very ditlicnlt to spend wisely, since we
have experience Lelind us, experiepce thar
has pot landed us in any difliculty, but has
ltelped w0 miake ihe countiz what it is.
When we face the horrowing of mones
now, we face it because all development ol
land must come from long-time eredit, and
no longer is long-lime eredit given by
financial houses. or not to the extent it
once was. So long-time eredit really has
to e supplied by Governmments, 1t i
better that it should he so, because what
we do really is fo act as agents in the
horrowing of money tor people who borrow
in turn from us for the development of
their  holdings.  In 1916 we lent te
individuals 16 per cent. of ali that we
hurrowed. The pevple to whom we lent it
readly made it possible for ihe rest of onr
invested money Lo carey its load.  Sinee
1019 we bave lent to individuals G4 per
vent. of all that we have borvrowed, 1T
suppese it is a world’s record. Certainly
it is a very comfortable vne, becanse money
lvaned to individuals is paid for by
individuals. Later [ will show bow
possible it is for the State 1o lvse in the
ageregate, how 11 must gain actually in
cash in the Treasury by this policy. W
now lend lo individuals G4 per cent. of ali
that we borrow. That proporfion should
be maintained.  IF we loke one-third of
our borrowed money for providing faeili.
ties such as harbours and railways, and
two-thirds of it for lending (o individuals
in order that they make it possible for the
Treasury to pay interest on the whole of
the borrowed monev and at the same time
create new frade, we shall be doing whai
is right. These Estimates searcely come
up to that standard, hut they are not very
far vemoved from it. To the Treasury,
trade eontribution is a very material thing
When trade is slack the Treasury suffers
very seriously quite apart from railway
earnines. Tt we eould loan to individaals
for the purpose of making farms another
10 millions, then I think we should be in
a much better position than we are to-dayv
in respect to taxation: indeed, we counld
wipe out ali taxation in view of the in-
terest we should be drawing on that extra
10 millions. Aszam T would remind the
pnblic of the advaniaces that come to them
by the lending of maney for the prodnetion
of wealth from the soil. The present Esti-

-
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nmates make provision For €2250,000 to b
advaneed 1o individuals in respeet of agri
valtnral development, and for €2,198,00
tur works, or a balance of 28RN e
works,  That proportion |
I think we ouuht o spend less o
works and more in advanves to individuals

The It i~ largely due Lo th
shuormal  expendilove  on wmetropolita
waier supply.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCUHELL : | an
vowring to that. It is lorgely due fo U
fact thal we are spending as agents fo
ihe metropolitan area a very large sam o
metropolitan water supply. 1 did not pro
pose not to acknowledze that: indeed it &
necessary (hat it should bhe emphasiged
The inlerest on this money is paid by th
prople coneerned.  We are really agent:
iy the spending of this woney, and o
eonvse the rates and eharges will cover the
inlerest and operating eosts. [ think the
Minister for Works satd that last year ln
was C16,000 short.

The VPremier: We are going tu be muel
shorter this year if that motion in anothe
place is carried.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of cours
that would not be right. Tt is clearly under
stood by the people of Perth that it is thei
scheme, put in at thelr cost, and that all it:
advantagzes and disadvantages must be fo
them.  The general taxpayer cannot be askec
fo fool the hill for a special service.
should like to know frow the Premier i
interest is chareed against works under con
~truction Froan loan funds. Tt ought o b
charzed. When the railways were built fron
here to Nalvoorlie, to Gersldton and to Bun
hury, a Fair expenditure on the lines wa
vharged, Imt not interest, and so it was im
ossible fo gel af just the correct charge tha
aucht tv he impased against such works. T
we had the lizures we should find that ow
loan moneyv has gone much further than wi
imagine:l.  The cost of construction is
sery serious ilem this year, and interest dur
ing con=truetion i< ruite a proper charge
The fact that we are spending so muel
monev for water supply in Peith does alter
the provortion as hefween advaneces to in
dividuals and works to be eonstructed. Still
works (o he constructed, if they Le all con
stracted durine the eoming year, will b
vather more than we shonld pay. T notice :
sum ineluded for University building. T an
vlad of that. 1 suppose it means that an

fuvenr  aof

WO,

Prewier:
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other building will be erected. [ think we
can afford it and ought to do it, for the
University 1s very badly housed. 1 am sorry
there is nothing in the Estimates for workers’
homes. I had hoped the Premier would in-
clude an amount to strengthen the funds of
the board. The building of soldiers’ homes
has pretty well ceased now, but a lot of
houses are required by people all over the
Siate. Young people are getting married,
and we ought to help them to do their duty
by the country.” 1 see that £106,000 is pro-
vided for the development of mining, When
the test of Wiluna was under consideration
some time ago I wrote to the people con-
cerned that if the tests proved satisfactory
in' the opinion of the Mines Department,
Parliament would be asked to consider the
advisablencss of laying down a railway. The
Premier, 1 know, confirmed that when he took
oftice. I do not know whether the Mines De-
partment has reporfed on the tests. There
is no money on these Estimates for such
work if in the opinion of the Government it
is deemed advisable to consider the question
of laying down a line during the coming 12
months. I hope Wiluna will prove all that
is expected, and that it will give a new im-
petus to mining. I suppose the batile of
the routes, in which I can see my friend the
member for Geraldton on the one hand, and
my friends the Premier and the two Honor-
ary inisters on the other——

The Premier: Trying to hold the halance.

Hon. fir JAMES MITCHELL: T tnink
you are more likely to overbalance it if you
are not careful. Still, the battle of the routes
must not he allowed to retard the huilding of
the line if the Government are safisfied that
the Wiluna tests warrant it. 1 have been
informed that {he mine is a very bigz one
and if rich enough will be very valuahle and
will provide employment for a large num-
ber of peopte, Tf the harbour at Geraldton
is to he used as it should be, the opening of
the manganese deposits and of the mines af
Wiluna wil! do a good deal to help the port
-—that is, if the railway goes to Geraldton.

The Minister for Railways: There is only
c¢he way for it to go, and that is the shorter
way.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of eourse
the Government will have to take the advice
of the officials to some extent, but T imagine
that the short route must be the ronte
selerted.  There is on the Estimates
£220,000 for roads, the largest amount we
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have had for the purpose. The Minister the
other day referred to the faet that more
money had been spent on roads than ever
before. That is true. But he did not tell
us that it came from lean funds and from
moneys supplied by the Federal Govern-
ment. The liberality of the Federal Gov-
ernment in making this grant of £96,000 has
justiied the borrowing of money for road
construction. The position is that we bor-
row 10s. for every £1 spent. That is good
business. This year the Minister proposes
tu spend £220,000 and another £90,000 odd
in addition, so he will get nearly to £300,000
this year. 1f we s)end steadily, as T hope
we shall do, something like a quarter of a
million ol money a year for a few years,
we shall have some very good roads and
probably a considerable mileage of them.
Two State steamers are under order, so there
is nothing more to be said about {hem. I
hope they will he suitable. Tor harbours
and rivers there is a fairly heavy amount
without ineluding the considerable expendi-
ture on the harhour at Geraldton. Our har-
bours are few and far apart. From Gerald-
lon to Fremantle is a distance of 300 miles;
from Fremantle to Bunbury is another 100
niles; to Bueselton 30 miles, and another 230
thence to Albanyv. 1 am pleased that such
a large tonnage was shipped from Geraldton
last year, and the quantity of wheat to be
shipped from that port is expected to be
greater this year. 1 remember when I used
io go to Geraldton lo cncourase the peaple
to develop the country for wheat growing.
We surveyed about 13,000,000 acres of land
up there, and theve must be remendous ship-
ments of wheat from Geraldton before long.
People ask why we want a harbour at Ger-
aldten. They do not realise the tonnage
that does go and must go from that port in
the near future.

The Minister for Railways: A million bags
will be shipped from Geraldton within a few
YeRTSs.

Hon, 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
there will be more than a million. We must
piovide a harbour if the work being done in
the country s to continue. I am sorry to see
that provision has been made for the build-
ing of so few new railways. The Dwarda
castwards line iz down for £100,000,
and the Norseman-Salmon (fums for £30,000.
The latter was the last line authorised.
There is also something to complete the
payment for the Lake (3race-Newdegate line.
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For other lines long authorised, however,
$here is nothing. 'The people in the
Yorkrakine and the Dale River distriets
have waited a preat number of vears for
railway conveniences and in both districts
the country is good. The Pemberton south
line and the Denmark-Nornalup line have
been forgotten altogether; neither of them
finds a place on this list of works. That is
wrong. I do not know why those works
are not proceeded with, but I know it will
be very difficult to settle a large number of
people on the land in the South-West unless
those lines are built. In the early days of
group settlement we look land adjacent to
railwavs together with land served by a
recently constructed line trom Busselton to
Margaret River, hut while all that land has
not heen used up, the greater portion of it
has been, and we shall have lo go further
afield from DPemberton and use the land
between Denmark and Nornainp if we ave
to settle large numbers of people. I should
like to move that an item be included in
these Listimates. but | would not be permitted
to do so. I hope the Premier realises that
no considernble settlement af British people
can take place in the Sonth-West unless we
build those lines and build them socon,

The Premier: There is a fine road to

Northeliffe.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
s0, but it is necessary to reach the land
beyond Northcliffe. The idea was to build
& 10-mile section of railway, settle the
people on cither side of that, and then move
on another 10 miles, and o on until the line
was completed, never getting mueh ahead
of settlement. Unless we start building those
lines, this idea cannot be earried out, and
if good roads are not provided transport
becomes very difficnlt in the winter months.
The Premier has said that we want speedily
to develop the country. 1 do not think
we can do it too quickly. There can be no
question of the advisableness of doing it.
We have the new migration agreement
which means very cbeap money, and that
changes the whole position. When I went
to London and discussed matters with the
Imperial authorites, the best I could do was
to get the agreement that operated until
the one recently completed was entered upon.
My agreement meant a saving of 20 per eent.
in interest during the first five years; that
is 20 per cent. te cover losses. That was
a liberal agrecment, but times have changed,
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the policy of the British Goveimment has
changed, the Federal Government have be-
come a little more liberal, and now we get
not five years interest advantage, but 10
years inferest advantage which is a mwighty
different thing. To-day we make a saving
of about 40 per cent. in interest which
means 40 per cent. to cover losses. We
musl use this mooey. We cannot afford to
miss 1. Up to 1819 only 16 per cent. of
the money we borrowed was loaned to in-
dividuals for land development 2und our in-
vesiments in railways and barbours paid
their way, but during the last few years we
have becn advancing 64 per cent. to individ-
uals, and we intend to continue somewhat
on that basis. ¥here we have an opportun-
ity to do this with moaney costing us so
little, we ecannot afford to hesitate. ‘The
time has come when we can face thia work,
and we ought to undertake it very aectively.
The terms under the new agreement are
splendid. and we should look for nothing
helter. “hose terms date from the day my
agreement was signed. The Premier said we
had drawn £750,000 before he took offide,
At any rate we have received £730,000 un-
der the agreement, and there is a sum of
£1,250,000 of money already spent and
owing under the agreement. As this agree-
meunt dates baeck and we have heen paying
314 per cent. interest for lthe money we
have used and not drawn, there will be a
considerable cheque coming to the Treasury
by way of refund. DMembers will realise
what this assistance means if they get into
their minds the fael that the interest on the
£1,250,000 was £68,700 a year, whereas un-
der the new agreement we pay £12,500 a
vear. Thus we save £56,000 a year in the
interest we have been accustomed to pay.
That, too, is for the first five years, which
means £281,000 for the five years. Then
we get a sceond five years doring which we
pay one-third of the total interest charge.
For the second five vears there will be a
saving of £229,000, or a total saving of
£310,000 in the 10 years on the £1,250,000,
If we could afford to use money and pay full
interest rates for this work, how much bet-
ter ean we afford to use it at the present
rates? Shall we always have this oppor-
tunity? 1 suppose we shall have it for
some time, but I take it we shall not have
the opportonity unless we deserve it and
wse the money to inerease immigration. We
cannot afford to spend wildly money eosting
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even so Dttle.  We must weve cautiously
and spend wisely even the wmoney we are gel-
ting under the agreement. But we shonld
usg it. [t is 80 simple to do so. [ sup-
prose no officials in the world have had the
experience of scttling penniless people on
the tand that the oflicers of our department
have lad. The greater part of our land
development has been earried out by men
placed similarly to those now eoming to the
Stale. We must use this money to inerease
our population, to bring people of our own
flesh and biood from the (A Land. We
musit. spend it in sueh a way as to provide
for the permancnt production of weallh:
in other words, for permanent employment.
By the use ol this money we can provide
further prosperity and employment, and it
would he wrong to cxpend it in any other
way., We muslt sce that employment oc-
casioned by the expenditure of the money is
continued, This has been done and we can
continue to do il. The Premier will sce that
my only objection to his proposal regard-
ing the cxpending of the money is that he
is not likely to move fasi enough, My jus-
tification for saying he is not likely to move
very rapidly is that the two railways 1 have
mentioned do not lind a place in the list
of works te be constructed. That isa great
pity. Two years ago it seemed to me neces-
sury 1o get Parliament to pass those railway
Bills. Notwithstanding that we have good
roads, those railways are nceded. The op-
portunity is ours; the time bas come. We
tave been looking for this epportunity for
years. There is no question about the value
of the lands of the Seuth-West. Every
test that has been made has given wonder-
ful results. Sinece group settlement was
started, nothing we have tried to grow in
the South-West has failed in the slightest.
The most optimistic amongst us did not
expeet that the land wonld do anything like
so well as it has done. 1 suppose if we
had got two-thirds of the result from the
crops that have been put in, we wounld have
been satisfied.  Take the pastures from
Perth to Albany on the poorest of the land and
the result has been magnificent. Let us adopt a
policy of settlement on the resulis of the
tests made. New Zealand, the richest part of
the Southern Hemisphere, lives entirely on
its pastures.

The Premier:
we have.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Nothing
like the climate we have. Yet for all these

They have not the clmate
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hundieds of vears that land bas remained

idle,  The eroakers should get out of Lhe
way, those who are talking agninst the

sauthi. The tests have been made. They were
uiide vears ago by (he few who were sut-
Hed (iere, but they have been made in broad
faxhion now as a result of the zroup settle-
ments and 1he methods applied. When one
travels from Perth to Bunhury one sees the
wonderful and warked change that has oc-
curred in the last Tew yvears. Tliere ave now
handreds of eattte and sheep where there
were unly a few belore.  Where the old
grass wonid be dend, on the newer pastores
the clovers that have heen put in and pro-
perly Tertilised are quite green, The face
of the country has changed. Tf the croakers
told the truth it would be with bad intent.
We bave spent £2,300,000 in the South-West.
The advantage to this country will he vastly
more than that.  Quite reeently 300 Mur-
chison bullocks were sent to PPinjarra and
sold to go on to the pastures in that district.
Ahont five years ago one would not have
tuken a tenth of that nuniber there with any
chanee of =elling them. Just as the wheat-
ficlds are valnable, ov the pastnres of the
North are valuable and producing great
wealth, so there is wealth in the land trom
here to Albany to be had as casily. There
is no hetter life than the life of the man
who nses pastures.  We should have all that
New Zealand has in the way of pastures and
stoek raising.  New Zealand, T think, ex-
ported last year £37,300,000 worth of meat,
hutter, cheese aud uther stufl thal came
from the clover fields and pastures. The
poprlation of that dominion is only a liftle
over one million. Why cannot we do the
same?  We have Jost yvears of opportunity
to praduce wealth Crom the land. 1 said in
the Monse five years age it wonld not he
abways ns easy lo borrow money as was th:
case in the past, so that we must use our
horrowed monev in order that we might take
the veal cash from the soil of the country.
That is the veal money. and it is an annual
crop with very few deductions. Sueh money
is alive and active. TP we can send to the
0ld Land a small proportion of the erops
we produce as a result of using their money,
in order to pay them the interesi, and pul
the bulk of the proceeds into our own pae
kets by way of profit, that will be something
worth deing.  Altheugh individnals may
not make very much from their work on
the land, at least the people ean realise thai
they benefit to the lull extent of the gros:
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production. A wheat farmer may produce
20000 bags of wheat. He may lose in his
work, but the public will gain to the extent
of that 2,000 bags of wheat. Only a few
lose¢ money, but it is a fact that the State de-
rives an advantage to the full extent of the
gross production. We cannot afford fo let
this wonderiul asgset remain any longer un-
used. We had experience hefore starting
the group settlements to the extent that we
were jJustified in starting them, but we have
it now in the work done in the last few
years. The Minister tor Lands said the other
might that I had spent too much money in
experimenting at \lbany. He did not mean
that.

Mr. Teesdale: He withdrew if.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of
cunrse he did. He was a little anmoyed with
me at the time. That was an experiment in
pasture grown on 150 acres of the poorest
land to be found in the South-West. It has
produced wondertul results, By a bit of luck
for me a Northam cattle owner rented the
paddocks last year, and did =o again latsr
in the season, He Lattened a considerable
number of bullocks on the clover that was
put in at King River by way of experiment.
There is no land in the South-West that will
not do as well as this has done. That land
was selected becanse it represented all classes
of poor eountry. We have had the experi-
ence now, and we ean get right on with the
work. There are British people willing to
come here. Surely we ought fo be more than
anxions to help our own flesh and blood in
the Old Land, those who are out of work
and are likely to be ont of work. The popu-
lation there is about 47,000,000 and is in-
creasing rapidly. Our duty is to give them
the opportunify and to bring them oui here.
The duty of every Parliament in Australia
is to stock np Australia. A populalion of
G.000,000 ecannot expect to lLive safely in
Australia.  The Continent cannot be de-
fended hy that number of people. We cught
to bring British people to these shores.
We have at our disposal British money
British people, and British markets, The
fime is Tipe for us to diseontinne the slow
and cautious pace, thouzh we must he care-
ful. and do the richt thing. We have ex-
perimented in the wrowing of varions pro-
ducts. Tn one case we had a quarter of an
acre of potatoes planted in each of the 12
months of the vear, and 12 good crops were
arown on the high lands of the Aumusta dis-
trict.  There are 100,000 British horn peo-
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ple in the State, about 150,000 Western Aus-
tralian born, and ke rest who had the good
furtune to leave the East to come West.

Mr. Wilson: And the rest eame from
Cornwait.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: | did
not include Cornishmen or Scotchmen.

The Premier: Western Anstralians, Fast-
ern-Staters and Britishers make a good
blend,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: An ex-
cellent blend. The Western Australians
raise the standard, The British-born people
have proved good everywhere, Tt is
wonderful to see a Cockney on the land,
and notice how quickly he becomes =n
farmer apd how much work he doecs. On
the Peel Estate one of the best men was 2
London eab driver who had never seen a
farm before. Right thirough the country
FEnglishmen are doing wonderful work.
We must not under-rate the British work-
man and his anxiety to make good. He 13
probably not quite as fat as the people of
this country nor guite as big.

The Premier: But he is hardy .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, he
is made of the right stuff. We have had
our tests all round. There is no necessity
to hesitate any longer. We are gebling thir
money at 1 per cent. Ii would be a poor
Parliament and a poor man whe could not
use money loaned to him at one per ceni,

The Premier: He would be a pessimist,

ton. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, aud
n first-elass idiot,

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Let us
spend Lhis money. We owe something to
the Brilish people, to our children’s chil-
dren and to the generations yet unborn.
Let us make this country safe for them.
It cannot be made sale without more
people. This help is thrust upon us, and
we would not be true to our trust unless
we agreed to use the money and do the
work the Empire needs. When people taik
of markets as they do, I think they forget,
or hardly realise, that the populatien of
the world is rapidly increasing. It has
more than doubled in the last 100 years,
and the inerease over the next 100 years
will probahly be in the same proportion.
The world’s aeres are not increasing, and
the amount of cultivable land is only about
1) per cent. of the world’s sorface. Our
vpportunity is here. Tt will take the first
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6,000 of the new settlers to provide all we
need for our own consumption. Our
population is also increasing, as is the
demand for butter, bacon, cheese and other
things. 1f we have not pluck enough te
do anything else let us grow enough to eat.
We are buying Lutter produced from land
costing £100 an acre in the other States,
and allowing our land fo remsin idle. We
have done this for years. 1t is time we 20t
about doing things. We are fairly afloal
now, and there will be nro turning back.
We shall go on. It is just a matter of the
pace at which we {ravel. We must nol be
content merely to float; we must go for-
ward at a speed of 20 knots, at any rale
for the next few years. I agreed to dis-
cuss group settlement matters on the Loan
Lstimates, but the Minister for Lands
spuke about it on Lhe Reven:ie Estimates.
He forestalled me, but I will cateh him
before long. Group settlement merely
means a nultiplieity of semall farms.
If we ean get one small form doing
good work and then add another and
another until we pget a great many
small farms, it will be a good thing
for this Stale. It will mean that towns
must spring up throughout those areas. [t
will be the same as our experience in the
Fastern wheatbelt. If members go o
Goomailing out through AMionivale 1o
Wyaleatchem, Bencubbin, Nungarin, and
su on, they will see the towns that have
sprunyg up as the result of the development
of that arca.

Mr. Lindsay: T am glad you picked my
centre as among the best.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I said
thal before the hon. member was born, and
the hon, member has assisted too.

Mr. Lindsay: Yes, I helped a little.

Hoen. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I urged
the people to go there, and the hon. mem-
ber went there and was one of the first
settlers. He did well, and was one of the
best there. Thus it is that towns will
spring up throughout the South-West.
With such small areas it will be necessary
to have towns of a considerable size at
least every ten miles along the railwayv.
Brsiresses will have to he eonduected there,
and bacon and huiter factories as well as
canning  factories, and so on. It all
means work and that work _will not
be all down there but in the metro-
politan area as well. There must be

[ASSEMBLY.)

those engaged in the transport and market-
ing of the produce. There will be more
fuctories in the city, and, in faet, the work
that is done in the South-West will be
reflected in Hay-street. There will be more
opportunilies for everyone. When we go
to the South-West and note land that for
counfless centuries has grown nothing but
valueless serub of all sorts, now growing
magniticent fodder erops and other pro-
duce, it is possible to realise what has been
accomplished in {wo or lhree years by a
handful of people, mostly British.

Mr. George: Yes, but they were encour-
aged by us.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, 1
like the 1dea of encouraging other peopls
to work., [t is splendid.

The Premier: Truly a splendid idea.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
helped those people in a way that no other
couniry in the world has done. We have
done the job well for them and they are
doing their part too. TFor instance, they
have converted a considerable area near
Fremantle from waste lands to wonderful
gardens and splendid pastures, and there,
as in the South-West, the crops are annual
ones. That is something we should be
proud of. This question of land settiement
is merely a great co-operative work. The
Government have control of a tremendous
area of land that eannot be used by the
people here. We have the land; we can
get the money; we want the men who are
willing to work. Let us find those men
who are willing to work, for we cannot
progress without them. We say to them,
“We will give you the land and advance
the money that you can repay. We will
supervise your operations and you can go
on with your work. By this means yon
shall have an opportunity to make a com-
petency for vourself and your family and
vou will be able to do well,” But there is
another side to the pieture. This under-
taking is not all for the man on the land.
It increases the opportunities open to
evervone in the State. It increases our
wealth and expands our produection. The
people realise that we do not merely send
throughout the world lo get people to
come here and settle on the land simply for
their own advantage. No sueh thing wounld
be done because the penple would not
stand it, Tt is patent that this scheme is
to the advantage of everyone. The whole
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State benefits. Even the people who do not
becomne farmers benefit, and naturally we
could not afford to have every man a
farmer. [ suppose that for every maa on
the land there, are five or six working in the
country areas. So it is that we should go
on with this work. Every man who goes
out into the country creates work for others.
At Midland Junetion to-day there can be
seen running yards full with wheat consign-
ments the result of the work of men who
had just as much money when they sterie:
as the men we are putting on the land iv-
day. Yor over 80 years we waited for wen
with money to eoms bere and grow wheat for
onr wwn use, Then we took men €voin the
wharves, from the mines and from every
trade and ecalling, cven parsons, and put
thenn on the land. The result was that
within a very few vears we produced nuny
times more than we were able to consuma
and to-day train loads of wheat, approxi-
mately 20,000,000 bushels of it, are being
hauled te Fremantle for export purposes.
Is the benefit of that trade wholly with the
producers? Of course not. I do not pro-
pose to discuss the itetns on the Loan Esii-
mates. They would pot be here and wonld
not be necessary if the country were fully
developed. 1f we had attained that position
outr Revenue Estimates would cover all our
activities, but the fact is that for many
years we shall have to borrow money in
order to develop the State. Thus it is that
the Loan  Estimates really represent con-
struciion work, the details of which are
strewn throughout the Estimates. These items
are not for the mere carrying on of gov-
ernment, for the adwministration of justiee,
the education of our people and =0 on; they
represent real constructive work and mem-
bers will do well to give aitention to the
items disclosed. Again I say the Premier
should introduce supplementary Estimates
and take authority to construct the railways
I have already referred fo. There is pro-
vision for extra rolling stock and the amount
set aside for the purchase of rails and fast-
enings is far in excess of the requirements
of the Government. I do not object to that,
but according to the Public Aceounts I see
that there are large stocks on hand already.
There is a considerable amount provided
for the improvement of existing railways
and rolling stock. I suppose that provision
is unavoidable because we have increased
trade. I would like to see provision made
for the construction of these new lines. I
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do not know what induced the Government
to omit provision for those railways.

The Minister for Railways: It is useless
to build new lines unless you bave the roll-
ing stock to run over the lincs.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I am
not complaining about the provision for
rolling stock.

The Minister for Ruilways: Inferentially
you did.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: No. I
drew ntfention (o the provision and I ex-
pressed the hope that the rolling stock would
be actively used.

My, Lindsay: Extra rolling stock is badly
required. We cannot get suflicient trucks to
bring our wheat down now.

Mr. George: 1f double the money were
provided it would not be too much.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
wheat was satisfaetorily handled last year
and for the two previous years as well and
it will be handled satisfactorily this year.
With the increased strength of the engines
and the improved trades, quicker transport
will be provided. Larger train loads will
be haupled. Certainly I do not complain
about thiz provision on the Estimates. The
Minister for Railways will realise that these
lines cannot be built in five minutes, but T
have made it guite clear that, in my opinion,
the work to be done in accordance with the
provisions set out in the Loan Estimates is
one of wealth production. We must dig it
from the soil in greater quantities than ever
before, and it i5 ouly by the use of loan
funds that it ean be done. We cannot go
on with the further settlement of the South-
West in an estensive way unless railways
are built. The Yorkrakine line and the Dale
River railway have been promised for many
years, and even if siarfed the cost this year
would not be very grest. I have nothing
more to say beyond expressing my pleasure
at seeing such a large amount provided for
the assistance of agrieultural development.
I hope the Premier will endeavour to keep
to the proportions I have mentioned,
namely, one-third for works and two-thirds
for production, land development and ad-
vances to settlers. Tf he does that I venture
fo say we shall never have to call upon the
taxpayers to provide a peony for interest
on the money we have borrowed. On the
other hand, we will provide the people with
greater opportunities, with greater advant-
ages, with increased production and an in-
ereased volume of trade munst surely follow.
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MR. GEORGE (Murray - Wellington)
[641]: The Leader of the Opposition has
dealt with many eof the items generally and
there are a few only to which I desire to
draw attention.  Sir James Mitchell is a
Western Australian born and is naturally
proud indeed a1 the presentation of BEsti-
maies of this deseription.  They afford an
indieation of the progress of the State and
of the steady, stnrdy, hard work of the
people here. As an imported Western Aus-
teakian, 1 am also proud of the position, In
some respects | may perhaps be prouder
than the Teader of the Opposition. I am
satisfied that wherever these Loan Estimates
may be perused, it will be recognised that
the people of Western Australia are virile,
have confidence in the future, and assuredly
will make good. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion spoke about the provision for rails, fast-
enings and rolling stock. I may be per-
mitted, on the score of my experience in
these matters, to say that if the amount pro-
vided for rolling stock were doubled, I am
sure the Commissioner of Railways would
be able to find full nse of the extra plant
and even then it would not be more
than is required. It is true that we
have cut down grades and have engines of
greater haunling power, but it is also true
that trains cannot he made up unless trucks
are available to carry the produce. The
Minister for Railways will know that it is
only hy the excrcise of the greatest care and
foresight that our produnce has been carried
with the frucks available. Years ago it was
urged that whenever a railway was bailt, a
eertain proportion of the funds should go
into rolling stock for the extra mileage and
that the further the terminus was from' the
centre of the system, the more trucks should
be allowed. These questions were worked out
on the basis of the experience of years and I
would certainly feel more satisfied f if
were possible for the present Government
or some futnre Government to lay it down
that if a railway is to be built, the necessary
additional rolling steck shall also be pro-
vided. With regard to rails and fastenings,
the sum of £128,000 is providled. That seems
to be rather more than is required for the
lines that are down. But the main subject
on which I wish to address to the House a
few remarks is the question of the water
supply for the metropolitan area. There has
bheen so much nonsense talked by those who
ought to know better about the water supply
that T trnst that what I have to say will nof
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be regavided as being out of place. The
water scheme which is being carried on by
the present Government was started by the
Mitchel Government, and would have been
commeneed in August, 1920, if funds had
heen available. 1t is no new scheme. Tt iy
# scheme that has been discussed by the de-
partment for sears, and different Govern-
menty have cone so far as to bring to the
State experts frow other narls of Australia
{0 examine it and to give it a thorough siz-
ing np. We know perfeelly well that when
the ex-Uremicr mnde a speech at North
Perth, he told the people plainly what the
scheme was, and he also fold them that thex
would have to pay more money for water and
that they wonld have to pay smilingly. T.ast
vear and the year hefore estimates were
brought forward for this seheme, and the
scheme was started. Vet we bave silly.
almost impudent, criticism from persons who
onght to know hetter, but who apparently
are misled on account of pressure on money
bagz that is to he applied by way of addi-
lional taxation. Perhaps T am able to speak
with more authority on this subjeet than
other members in the House. The original
schema for supplying the metropolis with
water was carried out by the firm of Neil
MeNeil & Co., for whom T was general mana-
cer. A commencement was made in 1890
and the work was finished in 1891. If hon.
members will turn up the newspaper fles
of that period, they will find that the same
silly and ienovant eriticism took place then
as is taking place to-day, and that the bulk
of that criticism came from the same rogue
clephant who is trying to upset matters at
the present time. There is an old saying that
“a little learning is a dangerous thing; drink
deep, or taste not the Pierian spring” T
am afraid that a good many of the critics
ahout to-day have not drimk deeply from
that spring. If they had done so they would
have had some knowledge, and their opinions
micht then have been of some value. They
skim over the surface of matters and then
pose as authorities. It is about time they
were dealt with to prevent them from con-
tinuing to mislend the people in the metro-
politan area. These crities to whom I refer
are deliberately trving to mislead the people
on the subject of taxation. We are told by
them that the extra taxation will be severely
felt. But it will be felt mainly in the heart
of the ¢ity where the big assessments are.
There mav be an inerease there, and the in-
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crease mzy be 30 per cent. or even 100 per
vent., but the people who have to pay those
taxes use very litile water. The erities for-
set that neither Perth nor Fremantle could
exist unless there were people in the country
tu provide opportunities for trade. But for
the iimber people, the goldminers, the
Larmers and others, Perth could not exist,
and the ratepayers in St. Ueorge’s-terrace
and in Hay-streel could not carry on their
work. Tle same thing applies to the hun.
dred thousand people who are working in the
metropolitan area and who are ratepayers
though in a smaller way, The extra taxation
that will have to be paid is a fair levy upon
the profits that the people in this big ity
are making. The majority of the people in
the metrupolitan area must have a good
supply of waler, otherwise thex could not
e here. And if they were not here the
people in the country would not be able fo
«arry on. T could say a great deal more on
the subject thun T care to do to-day, but I
do think it is about time that someone spoke
out pretty strongly in connection with this
business.

The Premier: T think that one or two mayx
vet be deported.

Mr. GEORGE: [ do not know about de-
portation; deportation is not a matfer that
comes into this. The guestion of water sup-
ply all over the world hes caused engineers
great anxiety and trouble wherever there has
been an increase in population demanding
higger supplies than had been required be-
fore. Here in Perth the litfle scheme 1 was
ussociated with in 1890 involved a supply of
half a million gallons g day, and the news-
papers of the time declared it to be extrava-
gant. To-day we are usging about 16 million
zallons, and yet there are people foolish
enough—1 was almost noing to say criminal
cuough—to attempt to block the wheels of
progresa in eonnection with what is an abso-
lute necessity of life. There is no excuse
for the crusade that is going on, becanse all
thut was zone over two ov three vears ago.
There were columns in the Press and leading
articles were written on the subject. Yet
to-day, when the work is in progress, we find
the same silly, impudent eriticism of a scheme
which is required for the great hulk of the
people. T say unhesitatingly, and with great
feeling, that if it were not for the question
of the hizher taxation we wonld never have
heard a single word about it from the voice
that iz at the back of the aciration. The un-
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gencerons wiel unserupulous eriticism of this
metropolitan scheine drove to his death the
engineer who bhad to do with it. My feelings
on that point are strong and, 45 n citizen of
thi» State, one who was connected with the
first water schewe for the metropolitan area,
who went througl all the erifisism and misre-
presentation of the tfime, I resent the im-
pudent tacties that are stilt being adopted
to-day.

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [3.535]: 1
listened with a considerable amount of in-
terest to the Premier’s speech on Tuesday
evening, but it is somewhat difficult to fully
digest the whole of the Loan Estimates
siraight away, Very often the majority of
members speak on matters affecting purely
their own distriets. I propese to indulge
in what might be termed a little general
criticism. The Premier told us that prae-
tically all the public utilities, works both
large and small, had to be carried out by
the Government, that none of our local
governing bodies had been entrusted with
any of these utilities, and that very few
private companies carried on works of any
magnitude within the State. On other oe-
casions I have stated that it was desirable
that the metropolitan area sbould have con-
trol of the public utilities. We have ap-
proximately £500,000 on the Estimates for
expenditure on water supply and sewerage.
I do not intend io criticise that because the
people it is intended to serve are justly
entitled to the expenditure of that money.
And not only are they entitled to that, but
we know that under the conditions on which
the water and sewerage schemes are con-
structed, the people who are given the con-
veniences will bave to pay. If is only reas-
onable, therefore, that those essential works
should be construeted for them. I agree
with the previous speaker that an adequate
water supply is necessary for the metro-
politan area. Whether the present scheme
is right or wrong, I am not in & position to
say. We have just been told that in 1920,
if the money had been available, the work
would have been put in hand. There has
been, and there is still going on, in another
place, a considerable amount of diseussion
as regards water supply, and as to whether
the seheme now being earried out is, or is
not, necessary. Some laymen have gone so

. far as to say that in their opinion "there

is eonsiderable waste, and that other sources
ought to have been exploited. That does
not eome within the purview of members
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here because we are not able to say whether
the opinion expressed is right or wrong.
Unquestionably, State trading concerns dis-
courage the establishment of private com-
panies in the State. Though we are up
against many Federal disabilities, on these
Loan Estimates there is an item of £10,000
for new machinery for the construction of
implements. Various companies had already
constructed large buildings in Western Aus-
tralia for the manufacture of implements
when a previons Government decided to es-
tablish State Implement Works at Fremantle.
That £10,000 conld have been saved, and the
private companies would have placed the
implement industry on a much hetter foot-
ing. Unfortunately the wmachinery origin-
ally put into the State Implement Works
was of poor quality and obsolete. The Gov-
ernment were, in faet, sold a pup. I do
not blame the Government in question, since
they acfed on expert advice. Last year
the present Government spent £7,500 on the
extension of the State Brickworks, and they
propose to spend £2,000 on those works dur-
ing the current year. It is a matter of
opinion whether these moneys are well
spent. Despite last year’s expenditure there
is still a shortage of bricks in the metro-
politan area.

The Premier: What is private enterprise
doing?

Mr. THOMSON: Private enterprise nat-
urally refuses to enter into competition
with the Government, who are in the happy
position of being able to compele without
ineurring rates and taxes and other inciden-
tals. Further, the Government are in the
happy position of being able to specify that
State bricks shall be used for State work.

Mr. Chesson: The State Briekworks are
turning ont a good brick.

Mr. THOMSON : There is no shadow of
doubt about that. I am not discussing that
phase.

The Minister for Works: The State
Brickworks were only extended when pri-
vate enterprise had failed. We waited for
vears for private enterprise to supply the
bricks required. Moreover, the late Gov-
ernment were in office for eight years. Why
did not private enterprise extend its brick-
works then?

Mr. THOMSON: The late Government,
being against Stafe enterprise, naturally did
not extend the State Brickworks. However,
it was frequently stated by the late Opposi-
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tion that once they came into power they
would extend State enterprise. I acknow-
ledge that they are perfectly justified in
giving effeet to the planks of the platform
which they pub before the people. Not-
withstanding last year’s expenditure of
£7,000, there is still a shortage of bricks,

The Premier: That £7,500 was spent in
providing new kilns. But for that expendi-
ture, the shortage of bricks would be still
greater.

Mr. THOMSON: Possibly; but I know
of one man interested in brick works in
the neighbourhood of Perth who bas leased
the works, saying he is not going to fight
the Government, as the competition would
not be fair,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: If the Government
went out of the business, would he be able
to make the works pay, or would he increase
the price for that purpose?

Mr. THOMSON: Does the Honorary
Minister think the price of brieks is lower
by virtue of the existence of State Brick-
works? '

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: It is so as a matfer
of fact. .

The Minister for Works: We have been
asked to increase the price of bricks.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government have
specified the use of State bricks in country
distriets where bricks are actually being
manufactured.

Mr. A. Wanshrough:
bricks?

Mr. THOMSON: Very good bricks. At
Mt. Barker there is a railway station econ-
structed of State hricks notwithstanding the
fact that excellent bhricks are turned out at
Albany.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: As a maiter of fact,
a large number of those bricks were pro-
duced at Kendenup, which is eloser to Mi.
Barker than is Albany.

Mr. THOMSON: Unfortunately all the
bricks for the outside of the station were
brought from Perth.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Now you are coming
a bit nearer. A little while ago you said
all the bricks came from Perth.

Mr. THOMSON: The Government speci-
fied that all the hricks to be used in the ME.
Barker railway station should be State
bricks,

Hon.
ment

‘What class of

8. W. Munsie: Which Govern-
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Mr. THOMSON: A previous Govern-
ment. It was so specified by the depart-
mental officers.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Would you as a
praciical man have pot the local bricks into
the face of that building?

My, THOMSON: Yes, without any hesi-
tation whatever. The same position obtains
in the Railway Department. Recently two
small buildings were erected on the station
at Katanning, where first-class bricks are
made. The original Katanning station was
constructed of Katanning bricks. Yet rail-
way freight must be paid on State bricks
for the two buildings I relor to. So the
cost of building is inflated, and centralisa-
iion is supported as against encouragement
of industry in the conntry districts, I do not
say for a moment that the vas{ majority of
the items on these Loan Hstimates are any-
thing but desirable.

Hen. W. D. Johnson: You endorse every-
thing except the State trading?

Mr. THOMSON: T do not know that.

Hon. W. ). Joboson: So far you have
only criticised State trading.

Mr. THOMSBON: But I am only start-
ing, and have a long way to go.

The Premicr: That is just what we are
concerned about. Youn know we had this
briek business on the State trading conecerns.
We know it by heart, you have given it to
us so often.

Mr. THOMSOXN: TUnder the heading of
“Departmental” a sum of £117,937 is pro-
vided. Natuorally, that amount has to be
charged against the loan expenditure. It
was pleasing to hear from the Premier last
night that he intended to make some reduc-
tion in the way of taxation if the Govern-
ment received the proposed Federal allow-
ance of £330,000 odd per annum., TUnless
we are able to reduce taxation, we are not
likely, generally speaking, to have privaie
companies establishing themselves here.
Those who have it in mind to establish tac-
tories, naturally look to see what taxes they
are to be called upon to pay; and from that
point of view they will prefer a State like
Vietorin where taxation is econsiderably
lower than it is here. The Premier said that
practically all public utilities, both large and
small, had to be earried on by the Govern-
ment here. Our larze expenditure is due to
the faet of our baving exceedingly high taxa-
tion. Failing control of our own Customs,
I would regard the Federal contribution as
a boon. The loan expenditure under these
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Estimates totals £4,748,795. It is almost
impossible to determine how mueh of that
amount is represented by what may be
termed local expenditure. I have not had
the opporiunity oi dissecting the figures,
and therefore ean deal with them only in a
rough and ready manner. It would be in-
feresting to know exactly how mueh of this
money will be spent in salaries and wages.
In connection with this one set of Loan Es-
timates there is an amount of £117,937 for
salaries alone. The poliey of the Govern-
went being fo introduce the dd-hour week
throughout the public departments and to
do everything by day labour, there must be
& considerable inerease in the cest of our
loan works.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 pm.

Mr, THOMSON: Before tea I was deal-
ing with the 44-hour week iniroduced by
the Government in respect of all publie
works. I estimate that the wages that will
have to be paid for one-twelfth less work
will represent £150,000, which is a very low
cstimate. Allowing for interest and sinking
fund to be paid on our loan indebted-
ness, we are accepting an additional charge
of approximately £9,000 per annum, for
which the State is getting no tangible re-
sult,

The Minister for Works: How do you
know how much hag to be paid in wages?

Mr. THOMSON: I am well below the
mark in setting wages at one-lhird the total
cost of works,

The Minister for Works: The estimate for
the pipe line between Perth and the hills as
coustructed on a 44-hour week, is below the
estimate given for the same line constructed
on a 48-hour week.

Mr. THOMSOQON: After all, an estimate
is only an estimate. From my experience T
am convinced that a gang of men working
a 48-hour week will do more than a gang
working only a 44-hour week. Through the
introduetion of this 44-hour week we are
loading the fizures by at least £150,000, or
£9,000 per annum. On these Estimates I
find a sum of £75,000 provided for Fre-
mantle Harbour Works, In the main I
have no objection to that, for it is essential
that the chief port should be kept up to
date. TUnder the heading “Development of
Agriculture,” we find also a sum of £14,
000 provided for the exfension of the ex-
port depot, grain sheds, ete. I am not sure
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how wuch of that is te be utilised at Fre-
mantle. However, in these two items we
have £89,000 provided. The system of
linaneing the Fremantle Harbour Trust is,
L think, wrong. 1 do not Dlame the pres-
ent Government Yor it, bueause they are
simply following the methods adopted by
previous administrations. ln my view, it
would be better to have all our various pub-
Lie utilities in the hands of trusts, with
power to pay their way ous of profits. From
the report of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
L find that their gross revenue for the year
was £421,255 and that their total payment
to the CGovernment, including interest and
sinking fund, renewals, etc., was £242]23.
After allowing for interest and sinking fund,
renewals, and all expenses, they have paid
into Consolidated Revenue £130,776. Yet
we find on the Loan Estimates £75,000 pro-
vided for the Fremantle harbour. In 1924
ihe Trust paid in interest £87,783, in sinking
fund £21,564, and in renewals £2,000, or a
wota]l of £111,347. In my opinion it should
not be necessary to have this £75,000 on the
Loan Estimates for the Fremantle Harbour
Trust. Since the trnst made a net profit—
paid  into  Congolidated  Revenne—of
£130,776, they should have been able to set
aside whatever was necessary for their pur-
noses and so save interest and sinking fund
on the £75,000 provided on the Loan Hsfi-
mates.

The Minister for Works: But that is gov-
erned by Act of Parliament.

Mr. THOMSON: 1t may be. The point
is we have taken into Consolidated Revenue
£130,766 for which the Trust gets no credit,
notwithstanding which we now have to pro-
vide £75,000 on which we will have to pay
something like six per cent. We find from
the Trust's report that the gross revenue for
‘the year under review rcached the highest
voint in the history of the Trust, the total
amount collected being £421,255, an inerease
of £63,504 over the total for 1924, which was
in turn the highest record at that date.
These returns achieved by the Fremantle
Harbour Trust may be taken as a safe cri-
terion of the wonderful progiess being made
hy the State.

Mr. Sleeman: The Trust’s returns would
be a lot more if we bad wharfage dues on
wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: Ang@ probably still more
if some of the gentlemen in whom my friend
is interested were to work a little harder.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Sleeman: They cannet do any o
than they are duing.

Mr. THOMSON: However, 1 am dealin
vith the financial position and showing th
on the Loan Estimates £75,000 is provide
ivr the Trost, despite 1he fact that the YTru:
has paid into Consolidated Revenue £130,706
The Trust Cowmmissioners’ report that tl
war surtax of 20 per cent. on all dues an
tolls, as distinet from bandling charges,
still in operation, and that the collectio
under this heading amounted to £46,132 f¢
ithe year. 1{ is not sound business. If
wished to instal new machinery in my bus
ness and had wade a profiv of £130,000 fc
the year, 1 would not think of taking ti
profit into my income, spending it in othe
Girections, and then horrowing £75,000 froi
the bank {o extend my business. I woul
sei aside £75,000 from the profit for tb
lusiness extension,

Mr. Sawmpson: Youn might frst of all d
vide to pay your ineome tax.

Mr. THOMSON: Of course, but T woul
ot dream of incurring an additional L
bility of £75,000 to extend my business if
had made a profit of £130,000. The Harbou
Trost Commissioners have strongly advise
the abolition of the surcharge, which pr«
duced £46,142, with a view to reducing th
port charges. It is the duty of the commis
sioners to reduce the port charges whereve
possible. Such a reduction wonld be ben¢
ficial to the primary producers as it migh
lead to cheaper freights.

Hon. S, W, Munsie: They cannot get an
cheaper wharfage, as no wharfage is pai
on wheat exported.

Mr. THOMSON: T
{reights,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: The Harbour Trus
do not control freights,

Mr. THOMSON: No, bnt the people wh
are submi!ting ships for charter by the whea
poo!l or local buyers take into consideratio
the port dnes that have to be paid. Thei
freizht charges are levied on the dues a
the port at which theyv intend to load. Th
commissioners advise that in the interest
of the harbour the outside pilotage due
should be abolished, and there anothe
£10,000 of port charges could be saved

The Minister for Works: Saved by whom'
The shipowners.

Mr. THOMSON: When the Minister ask
for an estimate for a particnlar job, th
officers who compile it have to consider el

am referring ¢t
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the details of railway freights and handling
vharges,

‘Fhe Minister for Works: Do you think the
Britich shipowners would redoee freights if
that £10,000 were knocked oft?

Mr., THOMSON: Yes.

The Minister for Works : Not at all.
What difference would £10,000 a year make
to all the boats that ecome inte Fremantle?

Mr. THOMSON : In addition to the
£10,000, there is the surcharge of £46,000,
a total of £36,000, which in the opinion of
the commissioners should be abolished.

Mr. Sleeman: They are interested in the
primarvy producers.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 am studying the in-
tervests of the primary producers.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: That amount would
not make a halfpenny diiference.

Mr. THOMSON: The price of wheat on
the London market is reflecled in Western
Australia. Every charge levied for the
handling of the wheat is added. There are
the port dues and unloading charges at the
other end, freight and insurance, and
handling eharges here,

Mr. Sleeman : What are the handling
charges on wheat?

Mr. THOMSON: It is not loaded for
nothing.

Mr. Sleeman: I do not think the primary
producers are paying for the handling of
wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: Does the hon. member
suggest that the farmers are in the happy
position that they have only to send their
wheat to Fremantle and it automatically
goes on to the boats?

Mr. Sleeman: They have fo pay some-
thing for handling, but the wharfage
charge is nil.

Mr. THOMSON: We recognise that the
Trost have provided up-to-date elevators
for loading wheat, but the elevators cost
money and have to be paid for. I am
indicating where £56,000 could be saved.
When the Trust show a profit of £130,000,
it should be their objeet to reduee the port
charges.

The Minister for Works: The State has,

to get the money somewhere. How would
vou make it up?

Mr. THOMSON : The Government are
making a taxing machine of a publie
utility.

The Minister for Works :
services rendered.

There are
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Mr, THOMSOXN: Quite so, but it has
always been suid that the function of gov-
erninent is not to make prolit cut of publie
utilittes. They are designed to provide for
the wanis ot the people at the lowest
pussible cost, and not iv make profits.

The Mimster for Works : If we are
lusing elsewhere, we must make a profit
somewhere.

Mr. THOMSBON: Why penalise one see-
tion of the community?

Mr. Sleewan : Which section iz being
penalised?

Mr. THHOMSON: The hon. member’s se¢-
tion is being penalised to a certain extent.
Whatever charges are imposed are anto-
matically passed on,

Mr. Sleeman: You suggest that the
primary producers are being penalised.

Mr. THOMSON : In my opinion they
are.

Mr. Sleeman : The commissioners are
looking after them just as well as is any-
one here.

Mr. THOMSON: I am sopporting the
recommendation of the commissioners.
They recommended that the surcharge of
£46,000 and the outside pilotage dues of
£10,000 should be abolished.

Mr. Sleeman: Yon also agree that there
should be no wharfage on wheat, but that
there should be 1s, 64. wharfage on timber.

Mr. THOMSON: Wheat shipped from
the port of Fremantle makes employment
for the people represcnted by the hon.
memher. I am pleased that the price of
wheat is high, and I hope thai in the infer-
ests of the State it will long continue to be
high, because so much money is involved
in our agrienltural policy. The agricultur-
ists and the pastoralists are the people who
are providing the work. .

Mr. Sleeman: But they do not provide
the work that the timber industry does.

Mr. THOMSON: Yes, they do. Would
the hon. member agree to all wheat now
shipped from Fremantle being sent away
from Bunbury and Albany? We would
make the change with pleasure.

Mr. Sleeman: You would not send it
through Fremantle if it did not swmit yon
to do seo.

Mr. THOMSON : We are providing
sustenanrce for hundreds of people in Fra-
mantle.

Mr. Sleeman: Because the port of Fre.
mantle suits you.
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Mr. THOMSON: T feel rather amused
at the member for Fremantle. He should
remember we are all Western Australians
I am not blaming the present Administra-
tion for adopting the policy now being
followed, but it is wrong to pay into Con-
solidated Revenue £130,000 of profit, and
then to provide for harbour extensions out
of loan funds.

Hon, 8. W. Munsic: Why Jidn’t you ob-
ject that the same conditions should apply to
the motor ship “Kangarce” when she
earned three times her capital eost and the
money was paid into Consolidated Revenue
and then £49,000 was spent on her for
alterations?

Mr. THHOMSON: I did not protest.

Hon. 8. W, Munsic: The Government of
the day did that in opposition to our
wishes.

Mr. THOMSON: The principle is wrong.
Here is a public utility, the operations of
which affect a great portion of the State.
The present system shouald not be perpetu-
ated.

Hon. 8. W. Munsic: I am glad you are
coming around to ounr way of thinking.

Mr. THOMSON: If the Honorary Min-
ister and T are in aceord on this question,
we cerlainly disagree on many others. The
commissioners’ report also states—

The question of the cooling of fruit for
shipment advanced another step during the year
by the commissioners being informed by a de-
putation representing the fruit shippers that
the previous requests made for the insulation
of a shed was entirely unnecessary, and that
all that was required was increased ventilation
in one of the wharf sheds, so thai the fruit
while stacked in the shed after o heated run
from the ecountry in railway wagons could
eool down to mormal shade temperature, and
the carbonic acid gas given off by the fruit
could be dispersed.

The member for Swan and I attended a
fruitgrowers’ conference last week when this
matter was thoroughly discussed. The
growers were very grateful to the Harbour
Trust for having assisted them in the way
they have done. They stated, however, that
owing to the refusal of the lumpers to s:tack
goods higher than 8 feet there is a cons:dfsr-
able space above that which could be in-
sulated in sueh a way as to bring the fruif
down to a temperature of 40 degrees. They
showed that fruit had been taken out of cool
store, placed on the wharf, and shut out of
a shipment. Jt then had to go into a hot
shed and serious deterioration followed. I

{ASSEMBLY.)

hope the Government will take that position
into consideration, although nothing is pro-
vided on the Estimates.

Mr. A, Wansbrough: What is desired?

Mr. THOMEON: They want the space in
the shed inereased and the roof and ceiling
insulated. They would then he able to put
their fruit into that space, and from there
it eounld be shot into the hold of the ship
without any further handling, The Premier
has stated that agricuiture was directly re-
sponsible for the sum of £2,250,000 and was
indirectly responsible for a greater part of
the balance asked for. WVestern Australia
requires a vigorous policy of land settlement
and development. I congratulate the Gov-
ernment upon carrying that poliey into
effect. It is satisfactory on the whole to
find that the Government are earrying on the
good work which previous Governmnents
have carried on. In 1911 the Labour Gov-
ernment did excellent work in liberalising
the Agrieultural Bank and in other diree-
tions. Tt js essential that new lands should
be opened up and developed. T regret the
Minister for Lands is not here to-night, for
I hoped that the policy of the Government
concerning the future administration of
group seftlements would have been an-
nounced. We have seen the report of the
Royal Commission, and have had the result
of a conference at Bunbury when the erea-
tion of an advisory committee was strongly
recommended. No doubt the Government
will profit by past experience. 1 wish to
pay a tribute to Mr. Richardson, the officer
in eontrol of this huge undertaking. No
doubt many mistakes have gecurred, but con-
sidering that he had no definite policy to
work to, except to get on with the work, he
is to be commended for what he has done.
There are great possibilities in the South-
West. I congratulate the Leader of the
Opposition upon having provided money for
the carrying on of experiments near Albany,
T recently saw the King River experimental
plots. 1 was astounded at the splendid re-
sults of the work of the Alhany Land Com-
mittee, nnder the eapable direction of Mr.
Vaughan, the departmental officer. More
use should e made of that gentleman. Sur-
rounding the plots is country of the very
poorest nature. In less than three years
these particular plots are thick with pasture
that is knee-deep. Everything there shows
the wonderful possibilities of that poor-look-
ing country. The climate iz excellent, and
the moisture and warmth are all that are
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needed for the growing of such crops. On
the Loan Kstimates a sum of £1,100,000 is
provided for group settlements, and £150,-
000 for roads and drainage. In the Den-
mark area settlers have been placed 36 wiles
away from the railway. 1 attended an inter-
district conference at Albany. One delegate
. there said it was costing these settlers £4 10s.
a ton for freight for their goods and chattels
from Denmark to their holdings. These
settlers are receiving only 9s. or 10s. a day.
When they grow potatoes they bave to pay
cartage at the rate of 4s. Gd. a c¢wt. upon
them. In the cireumstances, it is impossible
for them to carry on successfully. Near
Mt. Barker therc are large areas of Crown
lands similar in nature to tand on the King
River, Tt would be wise if the Government,
instead of placing people 3G miles out from
a railway, established groups upon that
land. The State has sunk a considerable
sum of money in the freezing works at
Albany, which have not heen a soccess, It
is in the interesis of the Government, there-
fore, to develop the land in the immediate
vieinity of those works and the butter fae-
tory. The land I speak of is close to town-
ships, roads are running through it, and
there are schools in the vicinity. In view of
the success that has attended the experi-
menis at the King River, it seems that this
particular land could well be pul to the
same use and provide a living for numbers
of peaple. There is no provision on the Es-
timates for a railway from Denmark to
Nornalup.  Perhaps the Government are
waiting until they get the cheap money in
order to construct the line. TUntil the line
is built, the secttlers who are sitnated 36
miles from Denmark have no chance of mak-
ing a sneeess with their holdings.
The Minister for Railways: The ecartage
charges vou mention scem to be extortionate.
Mr. THOMSON : The figures are correct.
The Minister for Railways: There are
good roads within three or four miles of
those settlers.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: It is quite eorrect.

The Minister for Railways: You refer to
Group 116¢

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Yes.

Mr. THOMSON: This is a charge levied
by the department. The Premier said that
£97,126 had been provided for publie build-
ings, including sewerage and equipment.
He al=o indicated that money was being pro-
vided for nurses’ quarters at the Perth hos-
pital, Money is also on the Estimates for
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loans and grants to loeal authorities for the
erection of country hospitals. The sum in-
volved is about £19,000. Included in that
is a sum for the discharge of liabilities of
trustees of agriculiural halls, mechanies’ in-
stitutes and other institutions. Hardly
sufficient money has been set down for the
erection of country hospitals. I under-
stand that £12,000 was provided for the
Collie hospital, but 1 do not know whether
that is ineluded in the total of £19,000. If
it is included, it will mean that not very
much money will be available for country
hospitals generally and they will be in for
a bad time during the eurrent financial year.
I admit, generally speaking, that the Gov-
ernment have been as liberal as funds per-
mitted regarding our country hospitals. It
is recognised in my district and others that
the Medical Department, with ibe Ifonorary
Minister at the head of it, is working more
harmoniously with the country distriets than
was the experience in the past. I regret
that the funds provided are not larger, but,
although T may be accused by some members
of being inconsistent, I know the urgent
need for providing adequate hospital ae-
commodation in the eountry areas. Lasi
year the Government spent £10,000 on the
Perth-Armadale road, but nothing has been
provided on the Loan Estimates this time.
T realise that the Government have been in
the fortunate position of baving been able
to spend £30,000 from the Federal grant,
but the people in Albany reccived no benefit
from the grant and the position there was
so desperate that an appeal was made to the
public and funds were raised with a view
to putting sections of the Albany road into
a state of better repair.

Mr. Sampson: There was a working bee
on the road at Gosnells.

Mr. THOMSON: 1 know that the Gov-
ernment provided a subsidy on a £ for £
basis.

Mr. Sampson: Traffic was held up and
everyone contributed towards the work, more
ot less.

Mr. THOMSOXN: I have shown the des-
perate plight in which the Albany people
found themselves, and T trust that when
the next Federal grant becomes available
the residents of that distriet will receive
some benefit,

Mr. Sampson: The expenditure of funds
was not justified elsewhere more than on the
road ab Gosnells.



2416

Mr. THOMSON: 1 recognise the posi-
fion of the member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son) and if I represented that distriet I
would adopt the same attitnde as he is do-
ing. On the other hand I wish to give the
Government an indieation of how the Al-
bany people view their position. They ve-
cognised that if people were to travel with
sufety over the road something had to be
duone. They therefore contribnted towards
the work. The total amount provided for on
the Loan Estimates is £4,748,795, T frankly
confess that it is difficult for me to say
what items should be excluded or what items
should be cut down. 1 ean guite undersiand
that when the Estimates were submitted to
the Treasurer originally he, as is usual with
Treasurers, applied the blue pencil, much to
the disgust of Ministers themselves. Never-
theless the sum I have mentioned is an
enormous one for us to be asked Lo pass.
When we realise that ii involves an addi-
tional amount of £237,435 for interest and
sinking fund every vear, we have to appree-
iate the fact that we are placing a pretty
hefty burden upon the people of Western
Australia. Tt also demonstrates how essen-
tial if is that we shall secure the fullest
value from the mouney expended. We as
pivate members are not in the position lo
criticise or express an opinion as fo
whether the money provided on the Loan
Estimates will be wisely expended. 1 have
indicated that £75,000 should not have ap-
peared upon the Estimates. It was during
the time when the member for Guildford
(Hon. W, D. Jobnson} was Minister for
Works that the Labour Government intro-
duced a Bill for the appointment of a pub-
lic works committce. That measure was re-
jected by the Legislative Gounecil. Later Sir
James Mitchell again introduced o Bill
also providing for the appointment of a sim-
ilar committee and that Bill passed this
Chamber, I fecl strongly on this point be-
cause 1 claim it is desirable in the interests
of the State that we should have a strong
publie works commitiee to closely scrutin-
isc our public expenditure. We are told
that we are the custodians of the public
purse. I have discussed many Estimates in
this House, and I realise that there lave
been times when in our zeal we have 1e-
duced an item by £1 as an indicalion to the
Government that the tofal should be reduced.
Then we found when the next year's Isti-
mates were presented, that the amount in
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qguestion had been exceeded. While we must
carefully scrutinise our Revenue Estimates
we must more cavefully still examine the
Loan Estimates. Althongh we are dealing
with practically £4,750,000, all we have is a
general discussion. The Premier gives the
Committee the fullest information along gen-
cral lines and then, although we claim to be
the eustodians of the public purse, we pass
the Estimates and the money is expended
when and where Ministers may decide. That
iz what we nve faced with. In my opinion
there should be more control of the Loan
Estimates and for ‘that reason we should
have a slrong public works committee to
carefully serutinise public expenditure. I
have been told by men who have sat on
the lederal 1*ublic Works Commiitee that
mauy thousands of pounds of Commonwealth
money have been saved becanse of the com-
mittee’s investigations. Had that commit-
tee been in existence at an eavlier stage, pro-
bably millions of pounds would have bheen
snved instead of Dbeing wasted on works
such as the Naval bases. 1 cannot discuss
that guestion on the Loan Estimates but X
mention i as an indication of what safe-
guards there are in a public works com-
mittee.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Cuildford)
[8.23]: The member for Katanning (Mr.
Thomson) has veferred to the obvious faci
that the Revenne Estimates of to-day do not
provide that seope for a review of the aclivi-
ties of the State that they did in years gone
by. The Revenve Estimates are referred fo
in the Budget which is snpposed to give
members an opportunity Lo diseuss all phases
of (tovernmental activities nnd to review gen-
erally the result of expenditure on various
Slate aetivities and to judge of those results.
While years ago that was possible because of
the large amoun( of revenne expended in
various directions, to-doy we have to wait
for the Loan Lstimates to really arrive at
an undersianding of the expenditure in vari-
ous directions and to attempt to analyse the
pusition generally regarding the development
of the State. The Revenue Estimates to-day
are mainly confined to the payment of in-
terest and sinking fund charges, some little
maintenance, and the rvest represents salaries,
Thercfore it is impossible for hon, members
to give that close attention to the general de-
velopment of the State that one would ex-
peet by means of a review or analysis of the
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Revenue Estimates. Again, it is perfectly
obvious that year by year there is, gradually
hut surely, a transference of previous rev-
enue expenditure to the Loan Estimates. By
this means we find that the revenue is pro-
portionately more buovant, while the loan
expenditure ineresses with a conzequent in-
creased resy «nzibility in respect of interest
and sinking fund charges. Then again when
we review Lhe Loan Estimates, we find that
to-day expenditure is not distributed as it
was in years cone by over various aetivities
in varions parts of the State. On the other
haml, that expenditure is mainly confined to
large items. That practive virtvally eom-
menced when we started on a poliey of agri-
caltural railway construction. When that
policy was adopted, huge sams of money
were raised and expended on those waorks,
and we found a large proportion of the joan
expendifure concentrated practically on items
relating to railway expenditure, Nowadays
it has changed a little bit and we find that the
present expenditure is more or less concen-
trated on agricultural development, including
expenditure on groups. There is also a large
inerease in the expenditure on roads and
water supplies for the metropolitan area. I
do not propose to go into details in connec-
tion with the expenditure of those moneys.
No one is more enthusiastic regarding agri-
cultural development than am I. At the same
time | am not prepared fo follow those who
claim that all is well with the large propor-
tion of the expenditure that is eoncentrated
on the groups. T do not propoese to go into
that question hut merely to mention it in
passine. T am not prepared to say that all
is well. I question the wisdom of following
the dictates of the Commonwealth Govern-
ment in reeard to the huge expenditure on
road construction. To-day we have o raise
a lot of money for expenditure by way of
subsidv in respect of woney to he returned
to us by the Commonwealth. There are
people who are urging that the money re-
tnrned to us on account of road construetion
should he eonsiderably increased. 1 would
raise no ohjection to an increase in that dir-
ection if it did not entail an inereased sob-
sidy by the Staie. When we find the amount
Leinz inereased one must ask himself whether
we are acting wisely in spending such an
cnormons sum on roads, I admit that the
iast grant has heen given without any pro-
vision for subsidy, but great care must be
cxereised in rerard to the expenditure ahead

2417

ol settlement, particularly in the South-West.
Roads have been made in ihe South-West,
and becanse of the want of traffic, they have
soon disappeared from sight by reason of
the rapid growth of sernb. A fair awvunt
of money has been wasted in that way, and
I hope the Minister will realise that in this
respert the South-West is a diffiealt propo-
sition as well as being diflicult from tbe point
ot view of settlement.

Mr. Richardson: Are they macadamise:dl
roads?

Hon. W. . JOHNSON: Yes, roads that
have been forined of gravel and limestone,
and it would seem lhat this ecombination of
niaterial aids the growth to make its appear-
ance. We know, after ¢leauring in the
South-West how rapid the re-growth is, and
this makes its appearance on the formed
roads as quickly as it does anywhere eclse.
Therefore, unless the traffic is sufficiently
heavy to keep that down we may -expect lo
continue to find that the newly made roads
will disappear from view. We must he
struek by the ready manoper in which the
Assembly proposes to pass an amonut of
4% millions. This is an enormous expen-
diture for roughly 300,000 people to under-
take in one year. We must bear in mind
that a considerable portion of this amount
will not return interest immediately, and that
for a time, while a portion of the inferest
will be contributed from outside, the main
burden of interest and sinking fund will be
the responsibility of 360,000 people. We
shounld not fail to recognise that the chickens
will come home to roost unless we exercize
ereat care,

Mr. Sampson: Figuratively speaking, they
will start to lay eggs ax the result of this
expenditure.

Hon. W, D. JOHXSOX : The Leader of the
(pposition rejoices in the fact that there has
been a chanee in the country. That is true.
but the hon. member was referring to
the inereased pastures. There is a great in-
crease in the stock-carrying capacity of the
huge area of Western Ausiralia. I want to
emphasise what is a more striking change
with rezard to the pohitical position in West-
ern Australia, and it is that the old political
strategy has gone. Party methods have al-
tozether changed. We find thot in this As-
sembly there has ceased to be that carefu!l
review of (Government activity that was ex-
perienced some vears ago. To-day there
seems to be a common understanding hetween



2418

the Government and the QOpposition, an un-
derstanding that is supported by the daily
Press that if the policy of the Govern-
ment goes along certain lines, and that if
the Government keep on the right track,
they will be permitted to reign in peace.
Whether this change in political methods is
going to make Western Australia flourish as
the pastures have flourished, as emphasised
by the Leader of the Opposition, remains to
b scen.  Personally, I view with a great
deal of concern this apparent understand-
ing between political parties to go along
in the one given way that is not eriticised by
the Press and which does not result in the
publi¢ getting that detailed information that
can only be obtained by the careful watching
of Government activities, and by the exist-
ence of a vigorous and definitely interested
Oppesition.
Mr. Panton:

Opposition now.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I intend to
deal with the Upper House shortly. Apart
from the faet that there is not that keen
criticism that formerly took place in the
Assembly, we find that if one attempts to
take up a strong attifude in regard to a
particular subject he is immediately assailed
by the Press and held up as a pessimist, a
mark-timer, a stagnater, or something equ-
ally opprobrious. In years gone by the man
who was keen in his eriticism was usually
encouraged. It is a virile Opposition that
brings good government. It is a live Op-
position that really geis results from the
CGlovernment. Where there is a want of keen-
ness on the part of the Opposition then the
public must become concerned with regard
to the general administration. I congrato-
late the Government on the serene atmos-
phere in which they move and have their
being. They are indeed in a glorious
position.

Mr. Brown: What is wrong with the Op-
position.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The Govern-
ment have little to worry about, but so far
as the Press are concerned there is a good
deal to worry about. If the Minister for
Works were not so mnch coneerned about
the mutilation of his industrial legislation
by another place, we would have little or
nothing in respeet of comment by Ministers.
We must also recognise that while a com-
mon understanding exists in the Assembly,
the value of political warfare hag been
moved to another place. We find now that

The Upper House is our
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the erstwhile vigour of the Assembly in re-
gard to the watehing and the safeguarding
ot legislation and administration, has been
transferred to the Legislative Council, a
Chamber that is not so representative of the
people and that has not had the experience
of the Assembly regarding wmatters of
detail. That is obvious from the faect that
in the Assembly we have seven Ministers,
cach capable of taking his part, defend-
ing his administration and the expenditure
of public money when called upon to do
s0. But Ministers do not appear to be
called upon to do so, with the result that
we get little, comparatively speaking, in
the way of information, There is an
air of indifference, and that, combived
wilh the silence of the Press, gives one food
for serious thought. The Legislative Conn-
c¢il, however, is very active. I do not say
members there are wisely active; I think
they are @dangerously active. For instance,
whilst we bave seven members in this Cham-
ber capable of defending the Government
policy, there are only two Ministers in the
other place. 1 sympathise with those twe
Ministers just as much as I congratulate
Ministers in this Chamber. There is uno
question that in recent years the responsi-
bility of the two Ministers in the Couneil
has inereased enormously. We can see
that the Legislative Council is becoming
powerful enough to influence the Govern-
ment policy to a great extent,

Mr. Lindsay: We have no chance here.
Our numbers are not big enough.

Hon. W, D, JOHNSON: The best Op-
position we ever had in Western Australia
was small in  number. Governments in
power have had bigger majorities than that
possessed by the present Administration.
And the member for Toodyay would have us
believe there is no room for effective work
here because of the big majority possessed
by the (iovernment. It is a majority of
{wo!

Mr. Lindsay: XNo matter how good the
eage is that we put up, it has no effect.

Hon, W. D, JOHNSON: That only ew-
phasises ihe point I have been frying to
make that even though there is criticiam,
that eriticism is not regarded in the manner
that one would expeet, seeing that the Gov-
ernment and the Opposition so seldom dif-
fer. When they do differ, one would think
that the difference would be emphasised by
the Press. In this Chamber we bave the
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power of initiation in the way of expendi-
ture. New works must have their origin
here. But while we can under these Esti-
mates and by other means initiate works
and expenditure, another place can by cer-
iain activities absolutely undermine the
whole of the Government’s ambitions in
regard to expenditure. One need only refer
to a couple of mattters that happened re-
cently. The Government ineurred com-
paratively buge expenditure on the further
equipment of abattoirs in the metropolitan
area. In order to recoup that expenditure,
the Government introduced certain charges.

Mr, Sampson: Terrific charges.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Those charges
were, very properly, laid upon the Table in
either THouse as vegulations. Another
place, having no voice in regard to ex.
penditure, immediately aitacked the regu-
lations.

Mr. Sampson: They were alse attacked
here,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOX: By legislation
another place has power to veto the ad-
ministrative Acts of a Government. Thav
is totally wrong. Another place is bui
partially represenfative of the people, ana
is limited in its knowledge of general ad-
ministration through net having the oppor-
tunities afforded in this place, and ecannot
deal with expenditure as this Chamber
does. By legislation we have given another
place the definite power to diclate to the
(Government on important questions, The
abattoirs regulations were disallowed by
another place. Immediately they were dis-
allowed, the people using the abattoirs
took advantage of the opportonity to
notifvy the Minister that although he had
spent something like £40,000 for the pur-
pose of providing them with inereased
facilities, they would not pay in proportion
to the inecreased expenditure. They calmiy
informed the Minister that they were pre-
pared to pay under the old scale of
charges, a seale imposed prior to the ex-
penditure of the additional £40,000. This
is not a question of the £40,000, hut one of
principle, The trouble is that this Assem-
bly does not realise the serious nature of
the departure from constitutional practice
that is involved. The expense is incurred
by this Chamber on a definite understand-
ing that the charges levied for the in-
creased farilities will be such as to recoun
the experditure. That understanding hav-
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ing been arrived at here, another Chamber,
with no voice in regard to the details, can
upset all the ealculations of the Minister
and say, “Although you have incurred the
expenditure, vou eanngt earn the revenue.”
We hear a good deal about direct action.
The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson)
would be loud in his eondemnation of a
trade union or an individual attempting to
use power on something over which it or
he had no legal vight of control, thereby
hampering industry and interfering with
public policy. He would term that a de-
parture from ihe recognition of law and
order. But here we find another place
taking money from the Government and
putting it in the pockets of private in-
dividuals. Yet the members of another
place preach recognition of eonstitutional
procedure and observance of law and
order. Another place altempted a similar
line of ¢onduet in regard to a still larger
expenditure. I refer to the Minister’s
proposal to increase water rates as a resulb
of the emormous increase in the expendi-
ture on metropolitan water supply. The
Assembly knew that this additional ex-
penditure was to be invurred, and under-
stood that it was to be reeouped through
inecrensed rates paid by consumers of the
water, Buot another place i= again aective
in attempting to prevent the Government
from receiving the revenue which is essen-
tial to justify the expenditure. I want the
Assembly to realise that we are drifting
into a dangerous position. Certainly it °s
a position that is absolutely new as regards
the relative respousibilities of Assembly
and Couneil. Unless members take an
active and serious interest in the matter,
the arrogance of another place will grow
to so dangerous an extent that the Assem-
hly will be forced to take action which in
the best interests of the State ought to he
avoided. Another view I would like to put
forward is us regards the amount of money
o these Estimates that is being expended
an activities, enterprises and works which
will largely increase private wealth, For
instance, railways are to be huilt. Im-
mediately a railway comes close fo lands,
their value is increased. The productive
value of the lands is heightened, and their
vwners are compensated by obtaining in-
crensed wealth., The same thing applies to
the ronstruction of tramways, and also to
the provision of roads and water supplies.
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At one time the country people, in order {v
get secondary educalion for their children,
were compelied—those who could afford it
—to send the children to the metropolis.
Now there are high schools established in
various centres, enabling country people to
obtain secondary edueation for their ¢hild-
ren at 2 - minimun cost, comparatively
speaking. All these expenditures go to in-
crease private wealth and private profic.
When one sees such an enormous amouni
on the Loan Estimates and realises the
great benefit which the individual will gain
from them, one is concerned about the
small degree of patriotism displayed by
those who pain most from the expenditure.
In Western Aunstralia we have numerous
people who are relatively wealthy. When
the position is analysed, one finds thai the
great majority of them have acquired their
wealth because of Glovernment expenditure
and Government assistance in development.
Take the case of Bruce Rock, a disirict
with which I am associated. Undouhtedly
the Bruce Rock people are comparatively
wealthy, wealthy in comparison with what
their finaneial position was when they frst
started at Bruce Rock. Tn a matter of 12
or 13 years, with Government assistanee in
the way of making land available at a
cheap rate and afterwards providing rail-
way faeilities, water supplies, and so forth,
Bruee Rock landowners have been enabled
to prodnce on a basis showing a profit year
by year. 1 admit there are some at Bruce
Roek who are still struggling, the explana-
tion being the existence of adverse circum-
stances in farming just as in every other
walk of life. However, ynite a number of
people in ihe Bruce Rock arvea have made
considerable amounts of money. Yet it is
a deplorable faet that in this area one
finds men aetively looking for opportuni-
ties to invest their profits outside Western
Australia. T raised this matter on a
definite motion. I tried to et the Assem-
bly to realise that we must review our
finaneial position from a revenue point of
view. We shonld do it immediately. The
motion received seant consideration, hut T
have noticed since then that varions mem-
bers, and particularly the member for
Coolgardic (Mr. Lambert), hase¢ emphasised
the need for doing something to enecourage
a greater investment in Western Ausiralia
of the profits and wealth made here by
individuals, T ask the Government to
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realise he seriousness of the sifnation and
to get some tribunal—l care not what
it is or who it is—to get its heal
down and probe the problem. Only the
other day un interesfed party came from
New Sourh Wales with some activity to be
established there. For that purpose he
needed some fens of thousands of pounds.
He came straight to Western Australia and
sought out men who have surplus wealth as
a result of the kindness of Western Aus-
tralia to them:; no doubt assistanee was
given by the baunks as well. The member
for Williams-Narrogin (Mr. E. B, John-
ston) can lell more than I can about the
malter, because he eomes more into contact
with those people than I do. He moves
more in that circle. Towever, I know the
matter to hbe as 1 have stated. Probably the
member for Williams-Narrogin will recog-
nise the individual and the occasion., He is
aware that certain men with surplus wealth
were sought out, and that representations
were made (o them to this effect: “There
is a good proposition in New South Wales,
with undoubted seenrity. While the secarity
is worth so much io the New South Wales
investor, it is worth so much more to you
on an enual return, because your local taxa-
tion is so much heavier. Tf you transfer
vour wealth from Western Australia to New
South Wales and invest the money there,
then although the investment will return a
smaltler amount than that whieh it would
bring you here, yet the profit to you will be
epormous in comparison.” That is purely
so because onr faxation penalises the man
who invests here as comparcd with the man
who invests in Victoria or New Sonth Wales.
As a matter of fact there are in Western
Australia people who have acenmulated
wealth in this State and who are able to
educate their children on what they save in
taxation by investing their surplus wealth
in Eastern Australia. And this is growing.
Because wool has increased in value, the in-
comes of the pastoralists in the North have
increased enormously.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We shall have to
reduce State taxation.

Hon. W. . JOIINSON: The bon. mem-
ber would have a redoction in the taxation
of the bigger incomes. I do mnot advoeate
that. As a matter of fact, as little as T am
able to go into it, I cannot see any concrete
remedyv. But we have experts on the sub-
jeet, and we got together a committee to go
into the disabilities of VWestern Australia.
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Fheryboldy was astonisbed at the enormous
amouat of material that committee was able
1o place before the Federal Disabilities Com-
mission. It was material not previously
available. When | moved a motion in re-
gard tu the same matter 1 pointed out to
Ministers that it was not possible to get
from the departmental heads the informa-
tion reyrired to make a case. MMinisters con-
strued my motion into an attack on the
administrative heads. [ did not desire to
altack anybody. Afterwards, when the Fed-
erul Lisabilities (‘ommission ecame along,
Ministers had to appoint a committee to
pul up a caze, It proved a very able com-
mittee. The most capable of all, Mr. Simp-
son of the Treasury, deserves unbounded
praise for the energy and eapacity shown
in his preparation of that case. 1 want to
have appointed g committee consisting, say,
of Mr. Simpson, with somne assistance, to go
into this question and see if we cannot make
public the enormous amount of money
carned in Western Australia because of the
Government enahling people to aequire land
on easy terms, to securc enormous areas in
the North-West and accumulate money as
the result of Government expenditure such
as we are dealing with in the Estimates be-
fore wus, and then invested beyond the
State because, it is said, we are asking
a little foo much in taxation. Surely we
can appeul to Western Ausiralians to be a
little more patriotie! We all realise that
what we are struggling against is the want
of secondary industries. Money cannot be
secured in Western Australia for secondary
industries, Cempetition from the Eastern
States is too strong, and if we do manage
to start a secondary industry it cannot
stand up against the dumping of Bastern
States manufaetures into Western Australia.
We require to investizate these questions
and sce if we cannot overcome them. Some
little could be done under the proposal sub-
mitted by the member for Pilbara (Mr.
Lamond). A few people up North are
earning too mueh from the enormous areas
they hold. Yet the large amount they are
earning is small compared with the pessi-
bilities of the areas thev hold. Their huge
areas are not developed to the extent they
shonld he.  Those pastoralists have suffi-
cient income from the areas they are unsing,
and consequently they say, “Why extend?
We have more than enough. We are getting
lure incomes, so much so that we ean invest
them in Vietoria and New South Wales and
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so earn o Further income from our surplug
wealth.”  We wade a mistake by extending
the leases to 1948. The Act did not have the
effect the Mssembly was led to believe it
would have. We were told that under it
no area of more than 1,000,060 acres could
be held. We know that such areas are held
to-day. Sinre development has taken place
and wool increased in value. we have to ask
ourselves whether any man really requires
1,000,000 acres. I say he wants nothing
like it, ihat half that area is sufficient for
any pastoralist. Flowever, I do not want
anything in the nature of confiseation. 1
do not want to do injury to those men. T
want merely to appeal to their patriotism.
Western Australia has been generous
towards them, and they have accumulated
snflicient wealtls. If it could he hrought home
to them that the development of one of the
wealthiest portions of this State is beinz
retarded hecause of their eontirol of enor-
mous sreas, 1 helieve those men would co-
pperate with us in an effort to get a better
clnss of settlement on smaller areas, so
as to increase population in that part of
the State. In that regard I hope the
tovernment will immedinately get to work.
1f they will not concede afl the member for
Pilhara desives in respect of an investiga-
tion of the Neorth, 1 hape they will go into
the question of the pastoral leases and see
it, next session, ihey cannot hring down a
proposition that will do no injury to the pas-
toralists, vet will have the effect of increas-
inz population up North, where increased
population is so badly needed. One would
natarally pass from this svbject to the de-
velopment of group settlements. However,
T do not propose to do that. As a member
of the Roval Commission that inquired into
group settlements, T went very clogely into
the general activities and expenditure on
group settlements, and endeavoured to arrive
at an e):inion as to what the result wonld be.
To deal with that guestion on ihe TLoan
Estimates is utterly impossible, But I am
verv much concerned- with the apparent in-
difference of the Assembly to the Group
Settlement Cummission’s report. I do not
mind it so much from the Opposition, but T
say that members on this side have not
treated that report as it deserves. It may be
right or it max he wrone: it may he an over-
estimate or it mav be an under-estimate,
but at least it is worthy of discussion. When
we realise that with the expenditure now
proposed we shall have expended over
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£3,000,000 on the group settlements, and
when there is a difference of opinion with
regard to the wisdom of that expenditure,
and when the Royal Commission has recom-
mended ecaution, surely the roport of that
Royal Commission is worthy of serious con-
sideration! Members on this side are ae-
cepting the responsibility for carrying on.
They know that the Royal Commission was
appointed as the result of a party decision.
At the elections the Labour Party definitely
declared that group settlement would be in-
vestigated by a Royal Commission if that
party were returned in & majority. We know
that the present Minister for Lands was not
favourably disposed towards the investiga-
tion. He did not want it. Nevertheless, it
was a pledge given to the people, and the
Government rightly decided to appoint a
Commission. That Commission’s report is
not the property of the Government. It is
true the report went to the Government;
but the party has to accept responsibility
for it. So, as a party, we are to-day in the
position that by ignoring the findings and
recommendations of the Commission we are
aecepting the responsibility of earrying on
the group settlements, and the Minister
ceases to have that responsibility. I do not
propose to sav any more on that point, T
will let it remain with the party to consider
the Commission’s report or leave it alone.
On the items I will voice my opinion in re-
spect of one or two maiters, but as to the
policy and administration of group settle-
nment I say there is only one practical way
to arrive at u definite understanding. and
that is to have a general discossion on the
Royal Commission’s report. The Leader of
the Opposition has referred with pride to
the incrcased production in every part of
‘Western Australia. With him I rejoice at tt.
There ean be no question that during the
last few years there has been an enormous
inerease in production and in cultivation.
Bat that only goes to prove that production
is the result of individual effort. It is not
Governments, but individuals, that inerease
preduction. It is individvals that experi-
ment and help one another to improve
methods and so improve resulis. Therefore,
while we can rejoice that, by the distribu-
tion of penple in various parts of the State
and their activities, we are getting greater
production and consequently greater wealth,
we have to recognise that just as produetion
inereases, so the problem of profitably mar-
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keting that production becomes more pro-
nounced. During {he election members of
the Giovernment said definitely that they re-
cognised this as a Government responsibility.
They said that if returned to power they
would assist in the marketing of the State’s
production. While the Minister for Agri-
culture, in response to a definite party de-
¢laration at the elections, introduced a Bill
for the marketing of fruit, we find that an-
other place vetoed that Bill. Strange to
relate, those people who claim to be repre-
sentalives of primary producers as a body
vote:l against organised markets,

AMr. Lindsay: Under Government control.

Hen. W. D. JOILNSON: No, that is where
the hon. member is wrong. Tt is true the
“West Australian” voiced that opinion, but
1 thought the hon. member would study the
Rill for himself and not be dictated to by
merchants, or by the newspaper representing
those merchants. The administration of that
measure was to be wholly in the hands of a
board of producers. They were to have full
control. The Bill gave them the right
to eontrol the marketing. T regret that the
solution of the great problem of Western
Australia has not been assisted since the
present Grovermment came into power. An-
sther place representing vested interests saw
At not to make the Bill more aeceptable, but
to reject it. Members there did as the mem-
lers on the eross benches here—they votedl
awainst the prineiple of the Bill. When a
member votes against the second reading of
a Bill he votes against the principle, and
the members concerned voted against the
prinriple of organised marketing. We know
whv they did it. Tt was because those who
profit as a result of inereased production
were more active in political propaganda
when the Bill was introdueced. Tt is deplor-
able that the producers, who in a few
months will realise what the loss of that
Bill means, did so little, while those who
exploit them did so much tot secure the
defeat of the Bill.

Mr. B. B. Johnston: The protests we re-
ceived were from the organised growers.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The protests
were from those people who were in a posi-
fion to exploit the strugeling growers. The
Mt Barker apple prowers have a glorious
eoniral of the market. Their cold storage
eives them a monopoly, To-dayv they are
sending anples to the metropolitan area. I
myself got a case from Mt. Barker to-day.
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If memhers wish to get good fruit at a
reasonable price, they should buy at Mt
Barker when apples are cheap, store them
with the co-operative ):eople, and bring them
out during this hot weather when a good
apple appeals to one. Because Mt. Barker
growers have such a plorious control as a
result of their cold siorage works they say,
“Hands off the apple market. No organisa-
tion hy other growers; vou struggle through
and get the Government, the 1LAB., or any
one else to see vou throngh, but do not in-
terfere with ns. We are having a really
rood run heeause we have combined.”

Mr. Brown: What about Bridgetown
growers?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: They are in an
exuaetly similar position. The extraordinary
thing is that the Bridgetown end Mt Barker
conegerns ¢laim to he co-operative organisa-
tions, but they have their tongues in their
cheek when they talk of co-operation which
is limited to that extent. The defeat of the
Bill was due to the organisation of vested
interests, and the private exploiters concen-
trated their influence oun Lhe Legislative
Council and were backed by organised grow-
ers who had a voiee in the Press to the
exclusion of struggling growers. In spite
of all those difficulfies we are making great
progress. The marketing of apples during
the last season has heen most encouraging.
There has been no great difficuity about get-
ting them away. We had some difficulty
owing to the limitation of markets, but that
has been overcome. To-day we are back to
normal conditions in respect of shipping and
marketing, and as time rolls on the quality
of our produee improves. In London fo-day
the Australian apple tops the market and
is sought. The same applies to our wheat
and wool. We can compete without diffi-
eulty. There is no trouble about marketing
Western Australian wheat, which commands
1s. to 2s. per quarter more thap the wheat
from other paris of Australia. We have es-
tablished the fact that we produee grain of
high standard. Some people complain that
our standard, comparatively speaking, 15 too
high. Eastern States people guite reecently
made representations te our Minister for
Agriculture to ascertain why Western Awvs-
tralian grain was of a higher standard and
was commanding more respect in the world’s
market. It was found that we have a higher
standard because we grow a grain of better
quality. Consequenily we can compete even
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against the rest of Australia, and Australia
ean compete against any other part of the
world. We are in a glorious position as re-
gards wheat growing, and there is no need
for fear on the score of over-production.
Some people contend that when Russia or
some other eouniry gets active, it will be

necessary for Western Auostralia lo look
out. There 1s nothing in that contention.

Qurs is a superior mixing wheat, and the
more of inferior wheat that is imported iato
England, the greater will be the quantity
of good wheat reguired for mixing pur-
poses. As Russian production increases, so
the demand for our superior wheat to mix
with it will increase. For fruit, wheat and
wool, the outlook is most encouraging and
our devolopment is really fine. But it is
sad that, although we are gelting increased
wealth as a result of suceessful competition
in the world’s market, Western Australia is
not petting the henclit of it. On the other
hand, the wealth thus accumulated is going
to other parts of Australin for investment.
I appeal to the Government {o continne
to assist in the establishment of co-operative
butter faetories. [ want them to follow
up Lhe cows as closely as possible, in order
that there may be no chance for. vested
interests to get o footing in the manu-
facturing of the product. As the cows
inerease, we wanl facilities for manu-
facturing the prodnct. TPeople in strong
positions have been atiemping to pet the
whole of our dairy products concentrated
and controlled by vue big company. T am
glad that the co-operative movement was able
to prevent that. The Wastralian Farmers’
Ltd. got active; they did not hesitate to
spend money to prevent private eontrol of
the products of group settlements and other
areas. To-day that atlempt at private con-
trol is dead. Thevre is a growing activity for
the establishment of co-operative factories
in different parts of the State. The Gov-
ernment can do much to foster that move-
ment, and I hope they will realise what it
means to Western Australia. The greatness
of New Zealand is due to her having organ-
ised her butter industry on a co-operative
hasis, under which the people controlling
it are the people who produce it. Becanse
of that, they are inferested in the quality,
and they attend to the marketing of their
hutter, just as our wheatgrowers are attend-
ing to the marketing of their wheat. As our
wheat growers zre snceceding, so New Zea-
land snceeded with her co-operative botter
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factories. We have to do likewise. While
I agree with the Leader of the Opposition
in his constant references to the great in-
crease of production in this State, I join
issue with him when he siates that marketing
15 not a serious problem that has to he
recognised. U'roduction ean e left to the
individual; markeling cannat. T hope that
the Government, although they do not re-
ceive anueh encouragement from  another
place, will wherever possible, encourage and
assist co-operative effort. T appeal to the
Minister for Agriculture to take speeial
notiee of the difliculties attending Esperance
development.  Esperance this year is going
to produce a fair quantity of wheat for ex-
port. It is the first time the Esperanee
seltlers have heen in (hat position, Bnt
they will experience grent difficulty to get
it away, There are quite 2 number of pro-
blems atiending Esperance development
that the Government should investigate.
The exehange on cleqnes in the agrvienltural
districts in Is. per cent.; the oxchange on
cheques at Ksperance is 7s. 6d. per cent.
The bandling charge for wheat at Fremantle
is about 1s. 3d.; at lsperance il is abont
3s, 6d. The port of Esperance is not regis-
tered under the Customs, and there is diffi-
culiy regarding shipping. If a sailing ship
went there, whieh would he the kind of
vessel used, provision would have to be
made for a tug to help her into the port.
Costs, too, will he enormously increased
unless something is done to expedite the
delivery of the wheat on the jetty., 1 men-
tion these things that immediate attention
might be given o then. The Esperance
settlers are rejoicing to-day hecause they
have a considerable quantity of wheat for
export, but if the value of the wheat is
absorbed by the charges I have indicated,
they will conelude it is a hopeless business
and will abandon their efforfs. I know the
Minister for Agricnlture is taking the mat-
ter in hand. We have already discussed it,
but many departments are interested. The
Minister for Agriculture has a limited say;
cither the Minister for Works or the Rail-
way Department controls the jetty; the
Agricultaral Bank and the TAB. are in-
terested, which brings the Minister for
Lands into 1t. When T go to one Minister
[ am told, “I cannot finalise this; I recog-
nise the position, but I have to disenss it
with someone else.”” T go to someone else,
hut there again the reply is, “I cannot final-
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ise it; somecne else has to have a say.”
Between the lot nothing is being done. 1
appeal to Ministers lo assist this  plaee,
where considerable public expenditure has
been incurred by building a railway in
anticipation of setllement, because settle-
ment is small in eomparison with the lengih
of railway.  This year there will be an
inereased demand for Esperance land if we
can show people that what they produce can
be marketed at a reasonahle rate. Under
existing conditions they cannot market it at
a reasonable rate, and the Minister should
zive close abtention to the matter. The
wheal pool people are anxious to assist and
are prepared to help with finance. They
recognise that they have n rvesponsibility to
assist in the marketing of Esperance wheat,
the same as the wheat of Bruee Rock or
Wyaleatehem. Although the expense will be
ereat and there are difficulties to be faced,
they are prepared to do their pavt to assist
if the Government also will eo-operate. I
ayree with previous speakers that we bave
a great country. There are some people
who regard me as a pessimist, simply be-
canse I was one of those who urged cau-
tion regarding group settlement. I am still
of opinion that very grent caution is re-
quired. I could take a number of praetieal
business men through the groups and bring
them baeck to Perth, and they would be
the most safisfied men in Australin. They
would he enthusiastic supporters of group
setllement. They would think it was the
grandest kind of thing ever attempted in
any counfry, and the grandest method of
scttlement in any part of the Empire. I
could take them on another {rip and their
hearts would be in their boots. They would
say, “My God! What is geing to happen
with the huge expenditure in this areat”
There are groups and groups. From some of
these groups such as those around Manji-
mup and Jarnadup the visitor will come
hack satisfied that the settlers have a glori-
ous future. If they go to Abba River they
will have the “blues” for a week after their
return.

MR GRIFFITHS {Avon) [9.31]: T
listened with great interest to the utterances
of the member for Guildford. They should
rive rse to a great deal of thought on the
part of members, especially in the reference
he made to the motion he bhrought before
the Honse, in which I was narticularly in-
terested and in which inembers generally
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should have been more interested than they
appeared to be. He drew attention to the
fact that there was a sort of general agree-
urent belween both sides of the House that
everything was peaceful and lovely in tne
=zarden. 1 conld not help looking round the
Chamber and noticing that there were 10
wembers on the Government side of the
House listening to hiny, and six on this. Thetre
were L6 members out of 50 listening to bis
speech, which was ample justification for the
striciures he passed upon members. I am
not going to speak upon idealistic or acad-
emie lines. 1 shall deal more particularly
with the £s.d. or practieal side of the vari-
ous guestions. [ may be looked upon as a
pavechial. These loan moneys affeet our in-
divicdaal electorates, and ench member should
sev to it that his electorate has a fair run in
the alloeation of the funds. I listened with
inferest o whai the Premier said. Tg was
nof 1y intention to speak {o the general
discussion this evening, but to reserve my
remarks for the items. It was not what the
Premier had to say, but some of the things
he leff unsaid that has eansed me to speak
this evening. 1 have often relerred to the
Yorkrakine railway. [ have introduced de-
putations innumerable to Ministers sinee 1
have been member for Avon. On the last
ocragion when T led a deputation vepresent-
ing the whole of the country from Yarra-
mony to Merredin, we left eompletely satis-
fied in our minds that at last we had found
a Government which would do something
for us, and that there was a hig chance of
a slart being made with the railway before
the end of the financial year. On a previous
ocrasion in the House T gave members some-
thing whieh rather surprised them. T in-
tend to proceed along the same lines to-
night. A distinet injustice has been done to
the people T represent as well as those in
the Toodyay clectorate. It is a shameful
thine that they should he made politieal
catspaws,  After 17 or 18 vears of waiting

these people  were led to  belicve
something would at last eventuate for
them. T find from the Loan Estinates

however, the same old unexpended £30,000
at the end of June, 1925, and no provision
for any expenditure for the ensuing year,
merely an anticipated unexpended balance
of £30,000. Evidently it is not intended that
anything chall be done in the way of start-
ing a railway for these people. After all
the talk, the depatations, the heart-burnings
and the struggles of these people since 1908
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nothing s to be done for them. They have
now reached the stage when the sons who
are growing up have grown so tired of wait-
ing and of carting their produece 26 miles to
a siding, that they are elearing out and leav-
ing their fathers to carry the baby. I im-
tend to give members something to show.
that my indignation is juslified. Here is.a
brief history of what has taken place since
Mr, McMahon, one of the members of the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, the present Min-
ister for Lands and the ex-Premier (Ethe
Leader of Lhe Opposition) gathered together
the erowd of uncmployed at Fremantle and
placed them on the land at Yorkrakine.

Mr. Sleeman: And they all did well.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: No. At least 40 per
cent. have been starved out. In 1908 the
prospective Yovkrakine settlers were told by
the then Fremier thal no settler would be
more than geven miles from a railway. Mr.
John Seaddan, when Premier, stated that
when existing aulhorisations were completed
the Yorkrakine railway would follow, and
the survey was forecasted in the Governor's
Speech of thal year. The late Mr. Frank
Wilson, an ex-Premier, stated that the Gov-
ernment would honour the promise.  On
1st November, 1916, the late Mr. Frank
Wilson promised a deputation that the ad-
visory hoard would be sent vut, and thaf if
the report were favourable the survey wonld
he proceeded with. On 13th June, 1917, the
report had not heen completed owing to the
advisory hoard’s chairman heing ill, and
that gentleman suhsequently dying.  At-
{empts to secure a finalisation from the Gov-
croment failed.  Mr. Frank Wilson then
died. In November, 1918. Sir Henry Le-
froy hecame Premier and lie met a deputa-
tion that urged the construction of the line.
Sympathy was extended and an investiga-
tion promised. The settlers on 19th Januo-
ary, 1919, asked the Premier what had heen
done in the matter, The reply was that the
Premier was going to Melbourne to raise
funds for public werks and that the im-
portant Yorkrakine district would not be
overlooked. Upon his return be got the sack.

Mr. Teesdale: There was a lot of bother
over it. Tt killed a few of them and got
some of them the sark. Tt seems a fatal
sort of place.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: In May, 1919, Mr.
Colehateh, the then Premier, was written bo,
but nothing eventuated cxeept the riot at
Fremantle known as the “Battle of the
Barricades”  Fixit Mr. Colebatch; no
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flowers by request. On 19th August, 1919,
a deputation waited upon the one and only
Sir James Mitche!l, who admitted thai the
railway was necessary and justifiable and
promised an inquiry. Early in 1920 the
Premier was asked the Government's inten-
tions, and a reply was received that the
Adwvisory Board would again inspect as soon
as practicable. Oectober 11, 192(), the Ad-
visory Board reported in glowing terms.
On 9th December, 1920, the Yorkrakine
Railway Lengue decided to deputationise
the Premier, who refused to meet them, but
wrote that he would introduee a Bill for
the comstruction of the railway nex{ session.
Be it noted that there were elections pend-
ing at that time. Mr. Scaddan wrote to the
league supporting the project. Mr. Collier
also tickled the ears of the Yorkrakine
groundlings.  He said that if in power
after the elections he would carry out the
Mitchell promise, and if in Opposition he
would assist the Government to pass the
Bill. November, 1921, saw the Publie
Works Department authorised to proceed
with the survey. The Premier’s promise to
introduce the Bill was not kept, December,
1923, once again on the eve of the elections,
after the farmers had waited 15 weary years,
the Bill was passed. I would call the at-
tention of mwembers to the fact that in 1925
the same old game was going on. I do not
know whether these people are being made
political catspaws, I should hardly think,
a5 has been suggested in the country dis-
tricts, that the £30,000 which is set down on
the Estmates has been put there to keep
them going, or that it has been placed there
with the intention, semewhere about next
September or October, of getting the rail-
way properly started so that it will be in
full swing when the elections come along.
I do not voice this as my opinion, but it
has been voiced by many settlers. A depu-
tation from Yarramony and Quellagetting,
representing, about 100 soldiers, waited on
the Premier. The settlers of North Cun-
derdin, Hindmarsh, West and 1ast Yorkra-
kine, Kodjkodjin, North Kellerherrin, North
Baandee and North Nangeenan, represent-
ing a string of seitlement stretching as far
a3 Merredin, and the old pioneer group of
Yorkrakine settlers of 1903 who have been
waiting for this railway for 18 years, joined
in the meetings. Jt is time something defi-
nite was done for them. I am sorry the
Premier is not bere to-nizht. I thought
gomething would have been said regarding
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this matter, but no word was spoken of if.
He wade no comment when the Leader of
the Opposition referred to the Yarramony
railway. 1 will also guote the Premier’s re-
marks on the occasion of the last deputa-
tion 1 took to him. Prior to that a series
of meetings was held along the length of
that country.

Mr. Huoghes: This is the next volume, I
suppose,

Mre. GRIFFITHS: Just as the hon. mem-
ber pleases. It may be a laughing matter
to him, but it is a serious one to me and the
settlers, The Railway League had a big
meeting at Yorkrakine at which about 100
settlers were present. They met on the fol-
lowing Sunday at Quellagetting, where the
soldier settlement is. The chairman of the
meecting showed that one obstacle after an-
other had been surmounted, until a deputa-
tion waited upon the Minister for Lands,
when it was stated that only shortage of
money stood bhetween the league and their
objective, Judging from the remarks of the
Premier it seemed that the Government could
wzeb all the money that is wanted for railway
construction, There must, therefore, have
been another obstacle inasmuch as there was
a limit to the amount they were prepared
to add to the inferest bill. It was to ask
for the removal of this last obstacle that
they were at the meeting that day. The
chairman alse stated that at a large and re-
presentative meeting of the Yorkrakine
settlers the following motion had heen
unanimously carried:—

That this meeting request our exccutive to
urge the Government to proceed with the con-
struction of the Yarramony-Baandee railway;
that our delegates are herewith authorised to
pledge the district to the betterment principle
te meet the estimated shortage of interest
earnings on the working of the line, as set out
in the Government Advisory Committee’s re-

port; payments to be based on unimproved
land values.

Continuing, the speaker said that seores
of settlers had grown old in the struggle
they had put up during the last 15 years,
and were rather siek with hope deferred.
He also pointed out that economic condi-
lions were allering and it was not possibla
lo stand the strain mueh longer. He
thought that the present Government might
reasonably be expected to help {hose who
were willing 1o help themselves. Meetings
were held at other eentres along the line
and it was unanimounsly decided to put that
proposition before the Premier. I intro-
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duced the deputation to the Premier and
be told us that he could not make any
definite promise as to when the line would
be constructed. He informed us, however,
that it would be taken into consideration
when the Loan Estimates were framed.
He said he hoped it would be possible to
carry out the work at an early date.
Speaking at counsiderable length in his
usual affable way the Premier went on to
forecast o record amount for the Loan
Estimates, and referred to the heavy inter-
" est burden to be incurred by the people of
the State. e told the deputation that he
was afraid to contemplate what the loan
expenditure would be this year and he
hoped that members of Parliament would
be mereiful to him when the Estimates
were before - the House. Mr. Baxter,
ML.C, told him membhers would help if
the money was for development work.
Then the Premier said it would be, and he
continued—

So long as that was so, it was wise expen-
diture but even in that dircetion, there was
a limit to the burdem which could be placed
on the shoulders of the taxpayers. The sitna-
tion would be greatly relieved and would
justify a much greater expenditure this year
than in any previous year because the State
had signed the new migration agreement.
Under that agreement the Government would
be able to get money. not at 5% and G per
cent.,, but at an interest rate of I per cent.
for the first five years and a third of the total
for the next five years. Under the agreement
he thought the Government would be able to
include some works other than group settle-
ment, such as railway construction, roads,
and works not provided for in the old agree-
ment. The State would therefore be justified
in embarking upon a pretty vigorous policy of
developmental work, if a considerable amount
of money at 1 per cent. could be obtained. He
thought the State would take advantage of it.
It wonld be of very great benefii to West-
ern Ausiralia,

Hon. members will, in view of the
Premier’s statement, understand my feel-
ings of intense indignation when I found
that nothing had been provided en the
Loan Estimates for this railway. I was
confident that something would be done. T
note that the survey has been completed i
Merredin, but the House decided that the
line should not go on to Newecarnie until
an investigation had been made regarding
the route to Merredin. Money has been
found for all sorts of things, including thn
Salmon Gums-Norseman railway, and it is
no wonder that one man in the Yorkrakinn
distriet said to me, “How long, oh Lord,
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have we got to wait for our railway? Do
you think we will ever get it?7 Do you
think we will get it in 20 years?’' I told
him that I thought that was about the
time. Having voiced my protest I can only
let it rest at that. I do not know what the
seitlers will think about the position in
whieh they have been placed, If only
something could be done to start earth-
works, with the £30,000 that was provided
for the line, it would give the settlers somy
hope. 1t seems a damnable thing thai
these peaple have to go on year after year
only to lind that the repeated promises for
the construction of the line continue to b
unredeemed. Now they are in the soup
again. There are other matters to which I
desire to draw attention, but I will deal
with them on the items, Perhaps hon.
members may not regard my speech as
being on the same high plane as that of the
member for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Joho-
son).

Mr. Teesdale; At any rate you have not

run down the country as he did.
,Mr. GRIFFITHS : T do not think the
people who are waiting for the construe-
tion of this line would appreciate a speech
on a lofty plane on this question. I feel
very keenly the absence of any provision
for the. Yarramony-Baandee railway. When
a large number of people met me at
Quellagetting they asked me if I thought
anything would be done. I told them that
from the way the Premier had spoken at
the deputation I thought they were quite
safe, that something would be done
although perhaps net in the near future
but when the Loan Estimates were brought
down. I am bitterly disappointed to find
that no provision has been made for the
line, and I have written to the people con-
cerned to tell them that they have no hope.
I expeet a storm of protest from one end
of the State to the other.

Mr. Thomson: And rightly so, ioo.

Mr. GRIFFITHS : It is damnable ta
think that this sort of thing can go on,
The people have to cart their wheat over
long distances and yet this £30,000 remains
unexpended! I eannob find words in which
to adequatelv express my indignation,

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [253]: I re.
cognise the disabilifies that the seftlers ir
the distriet referred to by the member for
Avon (Mr. Griffiths) are labouring under
and I deeply sympathise with him in hi
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disappointment at finding no provision on

the l.oan Estimates for the Yorkrakine
railway.
Mr. Thomson: Unfortunately sympathy

will not help them to get their produce away.

Mr. SAMPSON: I recognise that, but I
regret that the unceasing efforts of the mem-
ber for Aven lave not been crowned by
provision on the Estimates for this railway.

Mr. Hughes: Why did not your Govern-
ment carry out the work?

Mr. Teesdale: Beeause they did not have
fime.

Mr. Lindsay: They were in office for only
cight or nine years!

Mr. SAMPSON: There is no doubt that
under their existing conditions the people
of Yorkrakine must find that wheat produe-
tion is unprofitable. 1t is satisfactory to
note that the policy of the Mitehell Govern-
ment with respect to the settlement of the
group areas is to he eontinned by the pre-
sent Cioverument and that funds are pro-
vided for that purpose on the Loan Esti-
mates. On Friday I inspected part of the
Bateman Estate, whieh is veully part of the
Peel Estate, and T was delizhted to note the
progress made there. The way subterranean
clover, paspalum, couch, and other grasses
have been established is extremely gratifying
and furnishes something of which the people
of Western Australia can well be proud.
Resulls have shown that what was formerly
regarded as land not worth worrying ahout
has proved wonderfully productive and has
fully jostified the optimism of the Leader
of the Opposition. Regarding the question
of railwayvs, I am sorry that the Brookton-
Armadale proposition has not received
practical consideration. The line is needed,
and if il were eonstrueted it wonld result in
more country being opened up and the cost
of transporting wheat and other produce
wonld he materially reduced. In addition,
the haulage would be less costly owing to
the fact that the proposed route traverses
an anctent river bed, thus providing the ad-
vantawe of gravitation. There are some mat-
ters in eonneetion with the Loan Estimates
on which we may econgratulate ourselves.
One is the provision of funds for additions
{4 the power station. Our secondary indus-
tries are inereasing, and more power is
needed. The output of -the power station is
At its peak, and the installation of addi-
tional maehinery is justified. The erection
of more hospitals must o hand in hand
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with the development of the country, and
wherever there is settlement to "any marked
extent, a hospital is required.  Although
some provision has been made for that pur-
pose, there arc many places where hospitals
are required but where facilities eannot vet
be provided. I notice that a small sam ap-
rears in the Loan Estimates for the pur-
chase of land for a pine plantation.
That is a worlk in which prison labour
could be profitably used. I have al-
ways wondered why men should be held in
prison in comparative idlemess, 1 met =a
man recently who had heen a prisoner for
a period of two or three years and he told
me he was lonking for work. He had had
a job as n iabourer for three days, bui as
lie developed blisters on his hands he
had to give up the work. This man is not a
tradesman, and it was inevitable that on his
release his only oprortunity of employment
would be at unskilled work. He securcd =
Jjob and lasted for three days at if, but the
main result was a erop of blisters and he
had to wive up the work.

Mr. Lindsay: You do not say he was hon-
estly looking for work and gave it up be-
canse of blisters,

Mr. SAMPSON: That is so.

Mr, Lindsay: Then he deserved to have
to do without it.

Mr. SAMPSON: This prompts me to say
that men in prison should he given work
they are qualified to do and work thai will
enable them to hold a job after they ave
released. The man I have mentioned has
a wife and [amily, hui he has no work to-
day. Having been in the Fremantle prison
for two ov three years, he is no longer able
to stand up to n day’s work. That is a sad
commentary on our prison system. It is of
no use holding men in prisen in an apparent
attempt to reform them and give them an
cpportunily tu rehabilitate their characters
if they are to be reduced by a system of
comparative idleness to a state of inability
to work after their release. An amount is
provided on the Fstimates for accommoda-
tion at the Cave House. I do not know to
what extent ithat amnunt will provide the
aecommodation so necessary. At present it
i= imposeible to obtain accommodation there.
The rooms have heen hooked np to at least
the end of Jannary. People whe would like
tn enjov a holiday at our beauliful Cave
Homse, so well condueted and amidst such
delightful snrroundings, may possibly he
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vompelled {0 go East. In our Tourist
Burean, we have an oflier. Mr. Hayward,
whe 15 comtinmally preaching the gos-
pel, “See Western Australia first,”
and many people would like to fol-
low  his advice, bnt unfortunately the
lack of acecommodation prevents them. 1 re-
aret that the Minister is not present to let
us know exacHy what accommodation is
Likely to be provided.  The question ot
water supply for econniry and outer subur-
ban dislriets 1 always with us. In the
outer suburban distriets comparatively little
progress is heing made. There has been
an agitation at Parkerville for many months
with the ohjeet of seeuring a  supply of
waler. 1 am advised that until the settlers
are prepared to gnarantee the payment of
interest, sinking fund and other charges,
there is no hope of their seeuring an exten-
sion. If the extension were made, T am sure
Parkerville would immediately advance, and
that the amount required wonld soon he
forthcoming. These remarks apply with
equal truth to Kalamunda, which is one of
the most noted of our health resorts, hut is
without a water supply. Those whe require
water at Kalamunda must sink wells, cart
water or rely on tank supply. That 15 a
shoeking state of affairs for s disirict other-
wise well served. The Minister shonld regard
with some degree of sympathy the reasonable
requirements of the people in those distriets.
T did intend to refer to the elearing of land
by Government tractors, but as this comes
under the department of the Minister for
Lands who is absent in the Eastern States,
it would perhaps bhe wiser to arrange a depu-
tation on his return instead of ventilating
the matter here. With other members, T
regret the loss of the Primary Products Mar-
keting Bill. It was hoped by a section eof
growers thal that measure would become
law, It was within the power of the Legis-
lative Couneil to make amendments to the
Bill, and T regret that that course was not
adopted. I recall that one member sug-
gested that the Bill might be referred to a
select eommittee. Had that snggestion been
adopted, the evidenca taken would have
enabled the Couneil to make of the Bill a
satisfactory measure.

Mr. Mann: They did you a good furn
by rejecting the Bill.

Mr. SAMPSOY: They would have done
the growers a better turn had the given
thom an opportunity to organise their mar-
kets. The Esthmates diselose no attempt on
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the part of the Government to provide a
mrethud whereby fruits may be processed.
[ do not agk for the establishment of a State
trading concern, but assistance on co-opera-
tive liner would be welcome. The oaly
method by which growers ean help them-
selves is that of eo-operation. The feeling
is growing that co-operation which will pro-
duce results muost he compulsory, If the
voluntary effort now being put forth at
Osborne PPark proves sueccessful, well and
good. I hepe it will be sueeessful, hut
judgine by the many Ffailures that have
vesulted from volunlary effort, 1 have little
hope of snceess being achieved there.

MR. BROWN (Q’ingelly) [10.10]: [ am
ot suiliciently aequainled with the require-
ments of the Government to know exactly
what Joan moneys are necessary. I am
disappoinled with ithe amount provided for
railways,

The Minister for Raillways: So am 1.

Mr. BROWN: The amount allocated is
very small; in fact, most of it is for work
inr progress. 1 am disappointed that no
amount has been provided for the Brookton-
Dale lliver railway. I am not referring now
fo the Brookton-Armadale line. Some timo
age o deputation diseussed with the Pre-
mier the construction of the Brookton-Arma-
dale line, but he told us the Government had
not the money to build that railway im-
mediately. The people of the Dale have
been waiting for a railwayv for 17 years.
They arranged deputations and conferences
and are working very hard at present, and
they will be disappointed that the Govern-
ment have not seen their way clear to pro-
vide sullicient money to start the 2614 miles
of track already anthorised by Parliament.
Governments in the past have made the
mistake of authorising railways  without
having the slightest intention of building
them for many years. The Brookton-Dale
River Railway Bill was introduced by the
previcus Government, but members should
realizse that Parliament would mnot have
passed the measure unless it had heen sat-
isfied that the building of the line was sn
absolute neeessity. It is needless to em-
phasise how good the distriet is. Ministers
Lave paid several visits to the district, and
have agreed that the people have a very
strong case. When it is proved that the
eonstruction of a railway will develop new
country and benefit the State gencrally, and
Parliament authorices its bnilding, the Gov-
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ernment should adopt a vigorous poliey of
construction. On the Estimates £30,000 is
provided for surveys, but I think that
amount appeared on last year's Estimates.
None of it will be used during the present
finaneial year, and there is no indication
that ine Dale River railway is likely to be
commenced. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on what they have done to provide
water supplies for country districts. A tre-
mendous amount of money will be required
from loan to complete those water supplies,
and a good deal will be needed for the metro-
politan supply. Probably the people genet-
ally will have to bear the brunt of that, but
the Minister for Works has 1udicated his in-
tention of increasing the rates to users and
making the scheme self-swpporting if pos-
sible. I know the water rates in the towns
are now very heavy. Probably they will be
very heavy in the farming areas also. How-
over, there is no need to cavil at the rates
so long as the Government pursue a vigor-
ous policy of providing water for the coun-
try and also for the town. The vote for
Deveclopment of Agriculture touches a big
question. More than half of the total amount
of these Estimates, £2,250,000, is to be spent
on group settlements. I recognise that the
country is pledged to a scheme of group
scttlement in the South-\West, and that the
present Government have to fulfil contracts
entered into by their predecessors. Still I
corsider that the present Government are
not paying the necescsary attention to out-
hack districts where land is sl available for
wheat growing, That land could be made
reproductive in a very short period, whereas
the South-West is likely to go on swallow-
ing up considerable amounts of money. I
do not know what the production in the
Sonth-West is going to be, but I sincerely
hope the scheme will turn out all right. Any
practical man used to dry farming and
sheep knows {hat land in the wheat belt can
be made reproduetive in a y2ar or two. Doubt-
less with the progress of time the South-
West will prove successful. We want more
population, however, to make the South-
West successful, because its products are al-
together different from thuse of the dry
areas, which look to the markets of the world.
As regards the Sfate trading coneerns, their
balance sheets show an estimated loss of
£32,000 for the month. I would not like to see
much more money put into those undertak-
ings if they are going to prove losses. On
the other hand, if the expenditure of a
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little more money, by furnishing up to date
machinery and enabling more economieal
methods to be adopied, is likely to turn them
into sueesses, there would be no harm in pro-
viding the funds, I was struck by the re-
marks of the member for Guildford (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) that the Opposition and the
Government were to some extent in eol-
laboration, and that there was not that
strong opposition to Government proposals
whieh existed in former years. Every mem-
ber on this side of the House would oppose
any Government Bill which was not in the
interests of our constituents. I consider
that members opposite have made a mistake
in not meeting us more in regard to amend-
ments moved by us. Neither side is infal-
lible. e of the Opposition are here to
do the best we can for our constituents and
the eounfry as a whole, When we propose
desirable  amendments, the Government
should meet us. But for anvther place, prob-
ably not one half of the people would be
satisfied with the legislation. The Govern-
ment shonld not forget that though they are
in power, they represent probably only half
the people. They are in power only by a
small majority, and they should realise that
it is their dety to ecater for all classes.
Greater attention should be paid to the
reporis of select commitiees and Royal Com-
missions. If the Government considered the
Opposition more, affairs would go better
and not so many Bills would be rejected by
the other House. The Government have to
try to make ends meet, and the Treasurer
alone is in a position to know exactly what
the country will stand and what the loan
requirements are. Undoubtedly people liv-
ing in the country look to the Government
for everything.

Mr. Clydesdale: You admit that, do you?

Mr. Thomson: The country people are
very disappointed with what they get.

Mr. BROWN: Probably that is so. If
the Treasurer finds that the defieit is in-
creasing, he must take steps to check it, as
such a state of affairs does not redound to
his eredit. However, Western Australia has
turned the corner, and it is quite possible
that when the year is out we shall find that
instead of having a deficit we are two or
three hundred thousand pounds to the good.
There is no doubt that the Federal Govern-
ment will make an annnal grant to this
State of £450,000, and that will be a con-
siderable help to Western Australia. I have
no other object than to see all our people
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fourish, and every possible industry flourish
here. If our finances straighten themselves,
the Premier will no doubt announce a hold
policy of development. I have indicated my
disappointment that people who have been
waiting for so ;many years to have a rail-
way built will not find provision for the
work on these Estimates.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [10.26] :
Looking through the Loan Estimates I
have been disappointed to find no adequate
provision made for the improvement of
Bunbury Harbour. 1 realise the diffieulty
of the Government and of the Minister,
who cannot be expected to place on thess
Estimates a specific amount for harbour
improvement at Bunbury until a harbour
improvement scheme has been drawn up.
The diffieulty is added io by the faet thal
there has been so recently a change in the
occupancy of the oifice of Engineer-in-
Chief. I hope, however, that something
concrete will be done promptly in the
direction I have indicated. It is abso-
lutely essential in the interests of the
trade at Bunbury and the export of fruit
and wheat to improve the Bunbury
wharves so that double handling may be
avoided. The South-West has a great
future, and Bunbury will play its part in
the development of the South-West. When
its harbour has been adequately developed,
Bunbury will become the great port for the
shipment of South-Western produge, [
notice an item of £20,000 on these Esti-
mates for Bunbury Harbour.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member
must not refer to items. He must speak
generally.

Mr. WITHERS: I realise that the item
of £20,000 on these Estimates is for the
general maintenance and dredging work
required at Bunbury during the next 12
months. The fact of portion of the amount
being debited to the overhaul of the dredge
“*Sir William Matthews’’ makes me jues-
tion how much of the amount is debited
against the Bunbury Harbour Board, aml
how much work the dredge will be per-
mitted to do at Bunbury in order to com-
pensate for that eharge. I hope she will
remain there until she has dredged the
bottom of the harbour, which work cannot
be donme by a suction dredge. After the
#Sir William Matthews’’ has completed
that part of the work, the suction dredge
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may be able to cope with the softer siltage,
and ithe sand accumulating around the
mole. Certainly the berths should be kepl
clear of the mud accumulating there to-
day. Another matter which appenls tv me
on these Estimates is the provision for im-
provements to open railways. My mind
turns to the alleration of the Bunbury
railway yards. I see nothing specific for
that particular work. Certainly improve-
ment is required in the accommodation
available for the men who have to make
use of the Bunbury railway barracks.
These barracks are in a deplorable condi-
fion, though they have to be used by the
traffic and locomotive runving staffs and
also by the boilermakers. They are placed
immediately alongside the engine sheds,
where all sorts of machinery is working,
The Commissioner of Railways himself
realises that the barracks are not suitable
in their present pesition. I shall be grate-
ful to the Minister if he will give con-
sideration to the question of providing the
necessary money for Bunbury.

MR, MANN (Pertb) [10.30): Members
have an opportunity on the Loan Esti-
mates to draw atiention to matters that
have been overlooked, and to air grievances.
I wish to refer to the parcels office at the
central railway station. The work is con-
ducted in an office that is not large enough
to make a decent lavatory, If employees
were expeeted to work in such conditions
by a private firm I am confident that the
Health Department would prosecute any
sueh private firm. The office is under the
William-sireet bitdge; the walls are not
more than 8tt. or 9ft. high; it is crowded
with parveels and the railway employees
are unable to carry out their work
efficiently. With the progress that the
State is making and the improved position
of the railways, it is time that provision
was made for more adequate acecommoda-
tion for the despatch and receipt of par-
cels. The men complain, but they get no
redress; the public eomplain and they, too,
get no redress. I hope the Minister will
take tbe necessary steps to remedy this
evil. Under the Health Department’s
regulations, proprietors of timber yards
and other premises where timber is used,
are compelled to instal means by which
the dust and shavings are drawn off in the
interests of the health of the employees.
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Complaints have been made that no such
provision has been installed at the Midland
worksheps. The Health Department has
compelled the necessary eyuipment to be
instalied in various timber yards, yet no
similar nction has been taken at the Mid-
land workshops.

Mr. Hughes: Who made the complaint®

Mr., MANN : The Health Department,
and rightly so too. The railway employees
there are compelled to work under the ex-
isting unhealthy conditions. Thus we have
one law for one eclass of employer, and
another for the Government themselves.
Again, I hope the Minister will take steps
to see that the necessary provision is made
at the Midland works. Last session a
select commitiee was appointed to inquire
mto the guestion of establishing markets in
Perth. A report was furnished to the House
and the member for Guildford (Hon. W.D.
Johnson)} moved an amendment the effect of
which was to prevent the Perth City Couneil
being granted the power to establish markets
and to transfer thaf authority to the Wes-
tralian Farmers or some co-operative com-
pany to be formed. He practically under-
took that if his amendment were carried
those markets would be established immedi-
ately. A year has gone by and we are ne
nearer to the aecomplishment of that ob-
Jective.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You shonld gquote
correctly.

Mr. MANN: T am doing so.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Youn mnst not say
that sort of thing.

Mre. MANN: T am saying what you told
the Honse.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I said T wanted a
trust, the same as the City Council was to
get. Give us that and we will go ahead.

Mr. MANN: All the City Council wanted
was the right to borrow money to establish
the markets.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson: Well, give us that
right.

Mr. MANN: You have not applied for
it. 'You have not made any move at all.
You came here and you pressed the House
to oppose the recommendation of the select
committee and you got them to give the Wes-
tralian Farmers an opportunity to establish
the markets.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
nember cannot discuss that guestion on the
Estimates.

{ ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. MANN: No provision has been made
for the establishment of markets notwith-
standing the necessity for them. Had the
recommendation of the select committee been
given effeet to, we wonld probably have had
the markets by now. Regarding the abat- -
toir question which is veceiving so inuch
attention now, when the abattoirs at Mid-
land Junection were being altered, the plans
were changed and the two freezing chambers
that were to bave been provided were not
installed.  The result is that we have a -
powerful plant iostalled, but not sufficient
freczing space.

The Minister for Agriculture: What do
you want freezing space forf

Mr. MANN: Well, chilling space,

The Minister for Agrienlture: But what
for?

Mr. MANN: At present those using the
chilling rooms have to handle their goods
three or four times.

The Minister for Agriculture: But they
say the chilling space is no good to them.

Mr. MANN: They have not said any-
thing of the kind.

The Minister for Agriculture: T am glad
to hear that.

Mr. MANN: Those who use them ap-
prectate the chilling space and the benefit it
is to the trade.

The Minister for Agriculture: I am glad
to have that admission at long last.

Mr. MANN: The Minister has known
that all along. Although the Minister has
been led astray regarding the fignres re-
lating to work at the abattoirs, I am suve
he will do the right thing in the end.

The Minister for Agriculture: Do you
mean that attempts were made to lead me
astray?

Mr. MANN: No, not on our side. I
wish to disabuse the mind of the member for
Guildford who said that the butchers using
the abattoirs desired to have the work
carried out at no additional expense to them-
selves. That statement is not berne out by
the faets.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They showed that
when the regulations were disallowed.

Mr. MANN: That is not correct and I
am forced to say that the hon. member knew
that when he made his statement.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Nothing of the
kind.

Mr. MANN: The hon. member knew then
and knows now that the butchers were and
are quite willing to pay advanced charges,
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even to the extent gf 100 j er cent.  The hon.
member was wrong in saying that they de-
sired ta have the work done withont any
increased charges.

The Yremier: This is entirely out of order
m a diseussion on these Fslhnates.

Mr. MANN: T will not press the point
any further at this stage, more than fo say
that freequently public works in this State
bave suffered by the alterntion of plans
after they have heen pul intu operation.
That is what bhappened al the abatteirs on
this oceasion.

MR. LINDSAY (Toudyuy) [10.40]: This
in the one vecasion on whieh we ean see
what monrey is to be spent in our elecior-
stes, | should like to refer to some re-
marks by the member fur Guildford (Fon.
W, D. Johnson). As a new member 1 Lave
often  found wembers on the Government
side doine Lheir best to stop me when I
have been in eritical vein. Affer listening
to the member for Guildford to-night T am
coming to think that T should have eriti-
cised far more often than T have done, T
udmit that we as an Opposition have not
been as effective as we might have heen. A
few days ago one was forced to siand up at
530 am. to deal with important revenne
Estimates. The member for Guildford’s re-
marks have given me some heart to do whali
i4 future I may eonceive to bhe my duty.

The Premier: You have not heen too
modest. There is a zreat deal of “I” ahout
vou, you know.

Mr. LINDSAY: T am entitled to express
the views of my constituents. There is here
7 Vote for the development of agrieulture.
Under that, presumably, T mav disenss light
lands. These light lands, we are told repre-
sent 9,000,000 acres. If we could bhring
them under production it would mean a
ereat deal for the State. Some time ago
the Government appointed Mr. Bostock to
inquire into the subjeet of light lands. He
has reported in favour of their develop-
ment. I have here a report of the Light
Lands Committee, reading as follows:—

I feel confident that the serub Iands I have
seen, and which have a clay subsoil. will grow
a payable crop of wheat if suitable settlors
are placed on them, but I eongider they should
have a c-rtain amount of ecapital, and that
the Agrieultural Bank should be safe in ad-
vaneing them pound for pound.

A few nights azo I was dealing with the
treatment roneted out to a couple of settlers,

aml on the day after this committee’s 1
port was laid un the Table 1 received a ref
from the Minister for Lands in the
terms—

Thue matier was submitted to the Hon, t
Minister, whoe decided that the amourt pri
iously asked for, namely £20 and £24, 'mu
be patidl prior to the issue of instructions f
survey.,  The Minister has agreed, howev
that if on approvil of their applieations t
settlers can suceced in secwring advances fre
the Agricultural Bank, the cost of survey w»
be ineluded in e price of the land.

The PPremier: All this has nothing fo
wilth the Loan Estimates.

Mr. LINDSAY: Jt is just as L say. Ot}
members can speak on these subjects, t
J am not allowed to do so. Surely the ¢
velopinent of ovur light lands means t
aevelopment of agriculture!

"The CIHFALRMAN: The hon. member m
Jsroceed.

My, LANDSAY: The day before I :
ceived this letter from the Minister the :
pert of the Light Lands Commitiee was It
un the Table. The suggestions of that co
mittee are Lhat the land should be given f
ten years free from reat, and alse that ot
1 per eent. of the first survey fees shor
he c¢harged. [ am again bringing this |
vore the House because the faet that tl
committee has made these recommendatic
vindicales my earlier remarks. 1 hope |
committee’s recommendations will be Tt
into effect. 'The member for Avon (A
(iriffiths) dealt with the Yorkrakine railwe
For the Iast 19 years T have lived alongsi
the people 1o be served by that line. ILa
Sunday T met a number of those settls
and, as on many former occasions, th
asked me when I thought they would |
their line. Thinking that the Loan Es
mates would contain provision for the sta
ing of the railway, I told them that pre
ebly they wounld he satisfied next week. N
we find from the Estimates that they
n exartly the same position as they we
in lnst year, that is to say, only the sa
£30,000 is provided. One of the setth
mentioned that a certain man was sick.
asked what was the matter with him, and
was told he was suffering from the York:
kine eomplaint, waititis. They have wail
=0 lone that it has made a number of th
sick and they are leaving their properti
Some effort should be made to start 1
Yorkrakine railway withont delay. Alsc
am disappointed in the item for water st
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plies in my distriet. I believe the Honorary
Minister in charge of water supplies has
done all he ean do. Although an item is
given here, I am afraid the amount provided
will not go far in respect of that water
scheme. We have wailed for some years,
we are prepared to pay for the scheme, and
T believe that if it were proeeeded with it
would do a great deal for the development
of the district. There are certain other
items here, but they are lamped together
and I cannot determine exactly what they
mean. If the Minister for Justice were pre-
sent he could tell me whetier or not he has
heen able Lo carry out the promise to estab-
lish police quarters at Benecubbin. The
sooner we {ackle the light lands problem the
greater revenue we shall have for our rail-
ways, and the greater the wealth produnced
in the State generaily. Our wunocenpied
lands constitute the greatest problem with
which we have to contend, owing to the faet
that dingoes and rabbits are breeding there.
Jf we can pub into operation the scheme
recommended by the committee, it will be
a fine thing for the State.

MRE. E. B. JOEHNSTON !Williams-Nar-
rogin) [10.50]): The Leader of the Country
Party has deall with the Loan Estimates
very fully. I think the large sum of 434
millions provided has been very judiciously
allotted. Tt is pleasing to see that one-half
of the total is to be spent on agricultural
development. Right through, the Loan Esti-
mates show that the Government have given
fair consideration to the various parts of
the State and to our great industries. I
wish to urge the Government to see thai
full value is received for the expenditure
of this large amount. If the money is as
wisely expended as it has heen wisely allo-
cated, this loan bill will do a great deal for
Western Australia. Daring the last 10
years I have annually had to voice a com-
plaint on the Loan Estimates. I wish fo
:ake this opportunity to thank the Govern-
nent for having removed the eause of com-
slaint by the fact that during the last few
nonths & good start has been made with the
‘onstruction of the Narrogin-Dwarda rail-
vay. Therefore I do not expect to have
o refer to the subjeet in future. A sum of
£100,000 is provided on these Estimates
‘or the work, and the details show it is ex-
rected that the amount will suffice fo com-
Nete the building of the line. It is only

[ASSEMBLY.]

a little over 18 months ago since the Pre-
wmier, then Leader of the Opposition, visited
Narrogin. It was on the eve of the eleetion,
and he prophesied to a very large meeting
at Narrogin that after the eleetion he would
be Premier and that he would build the
Narrogin-Dwarda railway. That was abont
the only occasion on which the hon. member
visited Narrogin that I was uot pleased to
weleome him to the town as he was support-
ing my opponent at the poll. His phophecy
proved correct, for he became Premier, and
it must be pleasant for people in high office
to have an opportunity to carry out their
promises. The Premier went to England,
and I think the first public announcement of
importance that he made on his return was
that the building of the Narrogin-Dwarda
rallway was to be put in nand. It was
put in bhand in a thorough way and the
work is proceeding satisfactorily. I think
about 300 men are employed. After
waiting sinee 1911, when the Railway Ad-
visory Board first recommended the con-
struction of this railway, and sinece 1914
when the line was authorised by Parliament,
I am pleased o congratulaie the Govern-
ment on having carried out the promise
made to the people of that great distriet
so many years ago. I thank the Minister
for Works for the energy his officials are
displaying in construeting the line. A sum
of £97,126 is provided on the Kstimates for
public buildings. In the town of Narregin
the public bulldings are a disgrace. Not
one public building used for administrative
purposes was built for the department oe-
cupying it. The LLA.B. is carried on in a
place that used to be a school huilding;
the eourt is carried on in an old building
that was originally an agricultural hall,
and the Lands Office, with its highly pro-
fessional officers, licensed surveyors, com-
puters and others, are honsed in a building
thai 20 years ago was condemned as un-
healthy and unsmtable for a schoolmaster's
residence. In view of the large departments
that have their headquarters at Narrogin,
I hope the Government will take an early
opportnnity to build a central block of
Government offices. The present Lands
office could then be handed over to the town
to be used for the purpose for which in
appearance and in every way it is mest
suitable. We have no morgue in Narrogin,
and if the Government erected central offices
there, the old cottage now used by the Lands
Department should be handed over to the
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town as a gift for a morgue. It is not suited

for any other purpose.
Progress reported.

BILL—BROOKTON RECREATION
RESERVE.

Returned from the Council without amend-
nent.

House adjourned at 1058 p.m.

Lcegislative Council,
Friday, 4th December, 1025

Paper: TIndustrisl Arbitration Act Amendmem'. Blll
Oplnicn of Mr. Keenan, K . 2435

Billa: Vermin Act Amendment, . w2435
Industries Assistance Act Continuance. 3R, ... 2435
Roads Closure, Com. . 2435

Bueh Fires Act Amcndment 2. 2435
Parlinmentary Allowances Act Amendment %, 2430

Reserves, 2R, 2445
Metropolitan Water Supply, Scwemge and Dmin

age Act Amendment, 2n, 2445
Motions: Pollce Force Peuagion Allowance ... 2443
Ratlway Dining Cara. withdrawn 2451

The PRISIDENT tock the Chair at 3
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER—INDUSTRIAL ARBITRATION
ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Opiniont of Mr. Keenan, K.C.

On motion Ly Hon. A. Lovekin, the
opinion of Ar. Weenan, K.C., upon Clause
57 of the Arbitration Act Amendmeas
Bill was laid uvpon the Table of the House.

BILL—VERMIN ACT AMENDMENT.
Read a third fime and passed.

BILL—INDUSTRIES ASSISTANCE
ACT CONTINUANCE.

Read a third time and passed.
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BILL—ROADS €LOSURE.
In Commitiee.

Hen, J. W, Kirwan in the Chair; the
Chief Secretary in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1-6—agreed to.

Clause 7—Closure of a way throngh land
of Muresk Apgricultural CCluitaga:

Hon. ¥. HAMERSLEY : I understand
this road closure has not been consented
to by the local authority. Is this a road
in direet communication with Northam
and York aloog the river? ‘

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have laid
the plans on the Table of the House. The
loeal authority has not been consulted.
This Bill will not ¢come into operation until
it is proclaimed, and it will not be pro-
olaimed until the local authorities have
been consulted, e

Clause put and passed.
Clause B—agreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported withont amendment and
Lthe report adopted ’

BILL—EBUSH FIRES ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

THE HONORARY MINISTER (Hoa.
J. W. Hickey—Central} [3.12] in moving
the second reading said: It has been recog-
nised that a Bill of this kind is necessary
to tighten up the laws relating to bush
fires, Experience teaches those who have
been responsibie for the conirol of these
matters that a measure of this kind is
ahsolutely necessary. Great damage has
Bicen dooe by irresponsible people who are
not fully seized of the proper methods for
handling fires. Consciously or uneonseiously
tuey have been the canse of great damage
fo crops and feed, and in some instanees
to lLiomesteads. In order to guard against
occurrences of this kind or minimige the
risks thai are rum, the Government have
decided to inirodmce this Bill. Tnstanees
have been reported to the department of
people who have burned off scrnb and
rubbish with a view to bringing on the
grass. The fires have got away from these
people and the neighbours have saffered
considerably. It has been reported in
some cases that even when farmers and



